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"IE « Revrend Father in G58, 


| ap = 
| theiſts, which 
hour the' 


they mad 4 TE Laws, Juſtice, Religior; and 

God:  hins{elf; - by Embr ing their prophane hands 
5 the nELeT noe enred blpodwf the true 
tern of Religion and Picty, and Gods true and 
lavfal Vicegerent in, thife Three great King- 
doms. . He delivered firſt in bis School Diſputa- 
tions, the Objections of Atheiſts, and furniſhed 
hs Auditory with Mediums wherewith "they 


gs in # Syllogiſtical way Encomer theſe. 
A 2, Mon- 


T7 Sw faced 
, that 


both all \ baarted dig will 
rake Fhe pains ro ria 

convinced by rhe ph wt Fes + Rea- 
' ſons, the'one, that + y 4 porous God, be- 
foreawhoſe Tuidgment- {od day ) all 


appear; and a Whoſe TI fearftſthing 10 
fall, rhey may rece ration rather than Sil- 
ver, and Knowledg& rather'than choice Gold, 
Prov.'8. v."10, and fa grow-ingrace and in the 
knowledge of God be. our-Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


1nd the her, thay they 7; no more look upon the 
Heavens 


to 
HY. "og? * x4 y 6 


£ Wy -< I Sr | 
Errors 454 WIfut Dir ſerve and adore 
- the true and bj ip God,” : Theſ 1.9.9, 10. 
w- of theſe oy fs e's ,ofmen, w 0 dote and rely too 
4 TRCH 3 may be convinced of their Er- 
+rgurs, 1gnO! P'S ot lewd: lifes &y caſting their 
v2 ns eriouly confs derims the woke of 
atural pa + like Ga 
oy os fr 
\ Have atta pal 


" out of the. hearts. of Feahers ( 44 mean the r refoned and 


profeſſed Atheiſts) + GL 1 lmpiety, of theirs ; 
'S Neth (whether pub or iejv ery) they may. 


Wy 


all down before,.the Throne © f God, and trem- 
and aſtoniſhed, cry out with Saul, Lord, 

what wilt thou,haye -me- to do, Ag. 4 6. 
' Then ſball 1 havs reaped fro I oo of this 
Labour. WE. 
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My Lord, I hops thi ſmal Tradt will he uſeful 


$0. al ſorts of 4.7 4 but eSpccially to the young 
A 3 Plants, 
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dortaking of Farnea 
this trueP re nin, *among other | 1m ihe 
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Ce rn ch 544 yh 


WUntrey, or other 
honeſt MOGTs, ual > s pwblick , for- 
the common Ko rb: Church --; State , he- 
ts ſeldom praiſed of iy, but reproved of many, «nd 
condemned or cenſtired of. all malicous perſons. 


Bo:um. quo COmmMunus, 9 meliys, hath Nees 
. "of 


% 
: 


IINCT: Hbera: Accepran py 
that erOus 55 Fo be vertuous:' bat ſure.it 


* #5, rhar Wiſdom, Learning and Picty have per- 
fett:d NaruralDiſpofition in you; fo that'] may 
ſay, the Fer the Preſent, 'and the meaner the 

Giyer is, the;wore will it ommend the favourable 

Accepranceg'an#'rhe\nphſe* Receiver. To fuch 
Eminent perſons as 'yorr. /Eor is," both by 
Birth, Dignity, and Vertuc;” men do"not ſo 1s 

. ve the Thihg t ſelf which they preſefit , as int it 
make tender of their yearts;love,daty andUeareſt 

* regards, "All which T here humbly preſent to your 

ſhips goodneſs ;. Commenaing.? ou to the good- 


nels of Him that ſo Þup, honoured you, 
and beſeceching Him to heap up more*and more all. 
his Bleſſings »pon your Perjon , Place and Re- 
lations,” r9/zhe (glory of his Name, he good of 
our Church,” and the encouragement Of Learn- 
ing and Piety ; the Joy and Comfort of Your 
heart in this life : which I earneſtly pray may 62 
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her, rh never a.Man ſodeſpe- 
fog and dif-affirm a God- 
rcheſe godly Perſons 


of Athieſts; iZ, 1. The ſubtle and wilely, 2.The 
lewd ee debauched ; wal 3. 26: ignorant, 
<...Thefirſtof "het arerhey who having gor+ 
| ba away of difcourfing unnibgty, with the 
help of their own knowledge of, natural Phi- 
loſophy, doundertake to frathe An Arguments.a- 
| gain the God-head, endeavour.to anſyer the 
' Reaſons which prove its Exiſtency and Being ; 
* and converſing with good and honeſt men, con- 
vey.ſubrilly into ET minds, the Vennom th 
ſelves were infe and corrupted withal. I 
have ſpoken with one that had written a Dia- 
logue againft all Religions, who objetted to 
me the firſt and ſixth Reaſon or Anſwer, con- 
futed in this Book, but ſoon after he grew 
Frantick, and dyed in a ſad and lamentable COn= 
dition, I 
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| £m "that thereare in the World three forts. 
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Ir will not be 10 ciate Fo theſe 


Monkeracrain erous | 
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arg RN Ag ro doubr of all 24 that T5 
a brag ebog'p of the 64 Er og iſ 
ſuch Men, it boi te a lg queſition © CFpei 
wereſet up all't over, 

RY BB and Debut Atheiſts, re for 
the moſt part yoyhg Men of and Rich Fa- 
milics, who having hd a bad Education, are 
eaſily drawn away, both bythe frequenting and 
keeping company with. thedubele- and cunning 
Atheiſts z and by Bee! place toall the Charms 
ofSport,andPlay, runkenneſs and Women : da 
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wont abandon themſelyes to the-moſt abo- 


minablc Vices that Hell and the Devil can De- 
vile. 
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Srameny of ng: 
Reaſons and A 


ing loath © give themſelves rhe trou 
in{trutted in the wayes of Salyation ,never%be- 
jeve that there isa God, but becauſe rhey-are 
rn and'bred pero thoſe ghar believeit? Sith 
"are they Ea. Flt rayn away of theib 
Fg gs ad Entiſe Il into grievous and 
horrible fins , without the leaſt ſorrow, or re- 
luftancy, For I cannor be perſwaded, that a 
an who believes that there'is a God Almigh- 
- Creator of Heaverf and EFth, and who'is 
within him, without him, and about him, and” 
every where; and who can caſt him for ever in 
to the bottomleſs Pit of Hell for his fins : T'can- 
nat be perſwaded, Lfay, that ſich a manwill ſin 
willingly and wittingly, againſt a God fo great, 
and fo puiſſant,withonr horrour and reſiſtance} 
For if the ___ of a King, a:Lord, or # 


Judge, 
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gar been from .all E termi 8, That Men hive ; 
not been from all Eee 96 TheFirft ST Y 
tion. "2D... eco [1.7121], Nh » Ba -j 
Third ( on re Tow kt. Alteration,- Ge - ; 
- and Coy T1 "ra all Eternity." 
That neither. ovable Things,nor Time, have" of 
en from all Eteymty,, 14. A GeneralProof t that - 
t Boches have not been from all Eternity ; nor (con- 11 
Jequenty) the World, 4 6 


| © HAP. I. 
Is 4 Prſt Anſwer of Athieſts, that Succeſ- 


ive Things may have been from all Eternity, 
colin & = diftributively, 2. How many "oe 
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prove that one Infimite "us greater "than auothers 
3- That thoſe men ' which have been in time pas, 
up ſonie number... 4. That ith whatſoever num- 


bd of the Athiefts Argument ;; Ti " fe 
nine 


of Arhiefts whereby they ſtrive and diadonr to 


baroof Men there: is as much,or more,or leſs. 5. The 
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x thee 12h Jos not contain & Propoſitio olds 

e .thjugs God Created'gn Sis. aayes ; that, 
CHAP, VI; © : 


_ WAs not the firſt Creatare. 
vTHer Fifth Anſwer of Athifts, Joying ; That 
theye bath been , from all Eterni 
fer without Form. © 4, The Proof, That ! ie hh barb 
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X."That the World not being from all E 
3 ternity ,: one muſt neceſſarily conclude 
© therg'# a God that Created it; 2. That 
* * the Sun hath'not. been from. all Eter. 
| ' wity- j That the Earth hath not been 
'* "from all Eternity. 4.. That the day 
. hath not been from all} Eternity. 5.That 
neither Day nor Night have been 
from all Eternity. 6.. That the Moon 
hath not been from all Eternity. 7. That 
th: Sea hath not been from als Eternity. 
$. That Men have not been from all 
Eternity.. g. The firſt Confirmation. 
to. Theſecond Confirmation. 11. The 
third Confirmation. 12. That Altera- 
tion, Generation, and Corruption, are 
not from all Eternity. 13. That neither 
moveable Things, tor Time, have been 
from all Eternity. 14. A general proof, 
that the Bodies have not been from all 


Eternity,ner (conſequently) the World: 
T* Knowledge of Cauſes by theit 
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 - Effects, 1s the beſt and moſt cer- 
tain part of Philoſophy. Fire 1s 

known by Burning, Water by its Mot- 
ftening and Cooling quality ; Men are 
known by Reaſoning and Diſcourting , 
B Fions 
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Lions 56 0 $a ; and all orber 

Things by their on . on if ſe- 
cond CE rien m =: 1p may 
be apprehended by. bumane-ſenſe, cannot 
be better known. than. by. their Effedts 
tauch more the firſt Cauſe dwelling in an 
inaccefiible Ly ht," is $0 .be known by 
his Works,. The Holy Apoſtle of Chriſt, 
St. Paul , NE his very OE et in his 
Epiſtle to_ the.-Rewan., Chap. 1, wv. 20. 
when he'ſays, That the inv1ſuble Things 
of God, even his Eternal Power and 
God-he. 1d, are clearly ſeen, being under- 
flood by the things that are made. Shewing 
thereby, that Naturally, by the Con- 
templation of the Creatures, a man may 
attain to the Knowledge of the Creator ; 
and by the confideration of the glory of 
this beautiful Univerſe, may be led and 
induced to the admiration of its Creator: 
Following the ſteps of this Holy Doctor, 
I will demonſtrate by the Creation of the 
World the Exiſtence of the God-head , 
againſt thoſe whom Debauchery , ill 
Company , and want of Learning, hath fo 
horribly corrrupted,thattheydare publick- 
ly deny him,in whom even they move and 
Pr and have their being. I reaſon thus : 

. If the World hath not been trom 
all ney; , it: follows ir hath had a be- 
TINRING ; and having nSt had that begin» 

n:Ng 
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—Mcd : wſt needs. be granted 
- me eceflarily that another hath given it that 
_> beginning, and conſequently hath crea- 
# ted it. | But theCreator.of the Univerſe 
” and God, are one and the ſame thing; 
That-che World hath not been yo all 
Etern.ty;will a ar,in running through 
the chickeſt vacen 4 the ſame. .. will S 
in with the Sun ,, the moſt glotious of 
all Soul-leſs Creatures, and which As 
ſtronomers hold to be on2 khunJred and 
ſixty times bigger than the whole Earth; 
2, The Sun! was never without Light- 
_ thg the Farth, as the Atheiſts themſelves 
grant, who ſay that the World hath 
been from all Eternity in the ſame being 
ahd caſe it is now ; but the Sun hath nor 
Lightened the Earth from all Eternity ; 
therefore the Sun hath not been from all 
Eternity. The Aſlumption or ſecond 
Propoſition is demonſtrated thus : If the 
Sun hath Enlightened the Earth trom all 
Erernity, either it hath Enlightened from 
all Eternity our Hemiſphere onely ; or 
that of our Antipodes onely , or, both, 
Now the Sun hath. not Enlightned f from 
all Eternity our Hemiſphere oniy., nor 
that of our Antipodes only , ncr both, 
which is proved thus : If the Sun. from 
o_ "— hath Lightered our Hemt- 
B 2 ſpners 
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hefe| have been wanting but ver y 
| ; ſeeing the Sun having Ligh- 


d our Heriſphere, goes and Enligh- 


rens that of our Antipodes ſome few hours - 


after : juſt ſo, If the Sun hath Enlightened 
from all Eternity the Hemiſphere of our 


| Antipodes onely , /it follows that our 


Hemiſphere hath not been Lightened by 


_ the Sun from all Eternity, though not- . 


withſtanding there have been wanting 
but a very few hours ; ſeeing the Sun | 
having Lightened the Hemiſphere of our 
Antipodes , comes and Enlightens ours 
ſome few hours after. 

Now was there ever. 4 man ſo void of 
reaſon and underſtanding, to believe, that 
betwixt that which is from all Eternity, 
and that which 1s not from all Eternity, 
the difference is onely of few hours ; and 
that there is but half a days dittance be- 
twixt that which is finite, and that which 
ts infinite, Time and Eternity ? Finally, 
If both the Hemiſpheres have been En- 
lightened by the Sun from all Eternity , 
either it was all at once , or one after 
another ; not all at once, elſe it would 


have been Day every where at once, and 


the Sun would have been in two places 
at 
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have been Lig tio- 
ther, nothing having been before that 


do hold that our Hemiſphere hath beert 


Enlightened from all Eternity ; then our 
Hemiſphere hath not been Lightened af- 


*. ter another : and ſo conſequently not 


after that of our Antipodes. © They hold 
alſo that the Hemiſphere of our Anti- 


_ podes hath been Lightened from all Eter- 
*nity,then it hath not been Enlightened af+ 


ter another , and conſequently not after 
our Hemiſphere ; from whence one may 
infallibly conclude that both the Hemi- 


' ſpheres have not been Lightened from all 


Eternity one after another. Finally , 


Two Eternal Things cannot be but to- 
gether, and conſequently one cannot be 
after another ; there being nothing be- 
fore that which is Eternal, Theretoreit 
the twollluminations, to wit , that of 
ours and that of our Antipodes Hemi- 
ſphere, have been Eternal, they necella- 
rily muſt have been together, and not 
one after another ; which 1s impoſſible , 
asabovelhave proved. conclude then that 
the Sun, not having Enlightened oup 
Hemiſphere fromall Eternity onely , ndr 
E-7 * B 3 that 
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either, at - once,, or "one after | 

that the Sun (1fy) hath by a 
Enlightened 7, Farcth from al Eternity ; 


And ſeein that the Sun(as Arheiſts them- 


ſelves ſay.): never was without ighten- 
jng the Earth, it follows that Illumina- 
tion, not being from all Eternity , the 
Sun alſo is not from all Erernity , but 
hath had a' begioning ; and having not 
that begivning 4 of it ſelf , ſecing nothing 
1s. the cauſe of it ſeff, it' follows,, that 
another hath given it a beginging , and 
conſequently Nath lad. 1t : Now the 
Creator of the Sun, and God are the 
ſame. As to that as is objected by A- 
theifls , concerning the Eternal ColleQi- 
ON of all Illuminations , or their Eternal 
Succeſſion , ſhall be fully confuted here- 
after in our Replies to their Anſwers, 

3. Thefamereaſon that proves that the 
Sun hath nat been from all Eternity , 
proves allo that the Earth hath not been 
trom all Eternity, thus: The Earth ( as 
Atheiſts ſay ) never was without being 
Enlightened by the Sun ; now. I have 
ſhewelJ already that the Farth hath- not 
been Enlightened by the Sun from all E- 
ternity, therefore it hath not been from 
all Ererniry. If yot obſerve the laſt Pa- 
renthelis, 90? will ſeo that this Argy- 

' ment 
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" Ou 


Ws . A: the Adwiteties. c 
? je'; * for id Ereaſors according 


+ to Holy Scripture, which! is; infallible, 
- thevery firſt verſe of Gene/ir would proye. 
—tro there that the Farth was Created bes 
fore the 'Sun', and conſequently was not 
always Enlightened'by the Sun.// - 
'4-: The fame reaſon may alſo be CON- 
firmed thus, Either there hath been ſome 
Day from all Eternity or not ; -if not, it 
| follows that all Days have had a begin- 
ning, and therefore that the Day hath 
not been from all Eternity. It 'the Day 
hath not been from all Eternity, neither 
the Sun hath been from all Eternity, ſee- 
ing the Sun never was without Light and 
Day. If there hath been ſome Day 
from all Eternity, either there hath been 
one onely or many ; if one onely, it will 
follow that all other Days have had a be- 
ginning', and that there wants-but one 
Day' to. the Eternity of the ſecond Day, 
which is 'moſt abſurd: Seeing betwixt 
that which 1s finite and that which 1s 1n- 
finite.; betwixt Time and Eteraity ;. be- 
twixt that which hath had a Beginning , 
and that which never had a Beginning , 
there is more than a Days diſtance. If 
there have been many Days from all F- 
ternity, either it were all at once, which 
is repugnant to the common ſenſe; f ceing 
B 4 Days 
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;Jor-one af 
"to Fe 
Al Eter- 


- 1s not after 


is Reafon's may yh confirmed 4- 
gf. , thus: 'When- or Men have been 
ce; ſuppoſe 2 Townor City, 

| -needs have been there ,"either 

at e box ſame'time; 'ar one after another ; . 

| eB ſeeing thar Day * and Night have. been 


ſphere, they 'muſt needs 


have + hobis ini it, either at the'fame time; 
" and'at once,” or one after another; not 
at the ſame time and: at once ; elſe it 
would have been Day and Night i in the 
fame place at once; which is impoſſible ; 
not alſo one after another , for it would 
have been' the Day after the Night, or 
the Night after the” Day' : If the Day 
hath been after the Night - it follows 
that it hath” not been from all Eternity , 
ſeeing that which. is Eternal is not after 
another ; and moreover, therewill have 
been very little wanting to the Eternity 
of the Day ; ſeeing the Day is few hours 
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after Night, which is ſaid to be Eternal 
by Atheiſts: If the Night hath been after 
FT the Day, it follows that it hath not been 
from all Eternity ( that is in our Hemi- 


ſpher e ) ſeeing x B which 1s Eternal, 1s 
not 


— as few-hours after the Day, 'which is taid 
0: be. Eternal 'by Atheiſts': Therefore I 
+ conclude that. the Day -haths not been - 

from all Eternity, nor conſequently-the 

Sup.; which never was without the Day. 
Finally ; Two Eternal Things cannot be 

but together ,- and conſequently one cart- 

- not be after another ; there being: no» 
thing before that which. is Eternal: 
Butithe Day and:the Night cannot be to- 
gether , therefore the Day and the Night 

are not Eternal Things. 

6. By the like reaton one may prove 
that the Moon hath not been from all 
Eternity , thus: If the Moon hath been 
from all- Eternity , either it hath been 
from all Eternity , onely Full, or onel 
New, or both. 1f it hath been from all 
Eternity onely Full , it follows it hath 
not been New from all Eternity , though 
notwithſtanding there have been but few 
days wanting ; ſeeing the New Moon is 
few days after the Full Moon. And ſoif 
the Moon hath been from all Eternity 
onely New , it follows it hath not been 
Full from all Eternity, though notwith- 
ſtanding there have been but few days 
wanting; ſeeing that the Full _ is 
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_ few-days afterthe New Moon. ”- Ant if 
it hath been both New and\Full-from atl 


M Eternity , it were either at 'once, which 
% is repugnant £0-common-ſenſe and:expe- il + 
rience-;" br one after another; which is 
ppoſite to Eternity ; | for that which is 
Erernal;;\cannot be! after: another ; as: a- 
bove I ſaid : Therefore the Moon-having 
never been without being either Full or W'- 
. New, or wanting but very little , *and 
having been neither Full nor New from 
all Eternity, it-is evident it hath not. been | 
from all Eternity ; for two Eternal Things 
cannot be bur together , as above I have 
proved. Now the Full Moon and the 
New Moon cannot be together ; there- 
fore the Full Moon nor the New Moon 
can be Eternal. 

7. The ſame way of arguing may be uſed 
againſbthe Eternity of the Sea, If the Sea 
hath been from all Eternity , either it 
hath been from all Eternity with 'the 
Flowing onely , or with the Ebbing one- 
Iy, or with both : If it hath been from 
all Eternity with the Flowing onely, it 
follows that it hath not been from all E- 
ternity with the Ebbing, though there 
have been. but very few hours wanting ; 
ſeeing the Ebbing of the Sea is ſix hours 
or well near, after it hath began Flow- 

ing : Solt 1t hath been from mean 
| with 
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nat: b all Eternity with the 
"Flow. pahough there have been but very 
few,hours wanting ; ſeeing the-Sea hath: 
its Flowing ſix hours or thereabouts, af- 
the beginning of its Ebbing. And 
F it hath been from all Eternity with its 
Flowing and Ebbing, - it muſt be all as 
.. once, which is-1mpoſlible; ſeeing it can» 
not go backwards and forwards, Flow 
and /Ebbe at the ſame time, or one after 
another , which is oppoſite to Eternity :; 
for as.I have ſaid above , two things E+ 
ternal cannot be but together ,. and con» 
fequently cannot be one after another 
there being nothing before that which 
is Eternal. Bur the Flowing and Ebbing 
cannot be together , xe not Eter- 
nal. And ſo ſeeing the Sea never was 
without Flowing or Ebbing , and that 
neither the - Flowing nor Ebbing have 
been from all Eternity, it 1s evident that 
the Sea is not from all Eternity. As for 
the Eternal Collection of all Flowings and 
Ebbings , or the Eternal Succeſſion of 
the ſame, it will be confuted hereaf- 
ter. 
$. Now let us come to the Conſidera- 
tion of other Creatures, and let us ſhew 
that Men have not been from altEternity, 
and that they neyer ſucceeded ong _ 
| ter 
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ther by an Frernal Generation ; my .rea- 
fois this : If Men had been from all E- 


Wo 


ternity', and had been one after another 


by an Eternal Succeſſion of Generations , 


it would follow that thenumber of thoſe 


which have been un time paſt till 
now-, ſhould be infinite ; for'it is evi- 
dent that-if the \number of them were 
finite and determined in it ſelf, there 


-would have have been ſome firſt and ſome 


fecond , Gc. - and at this day ſome laſt ; 
and where ſome may be faid to be firſt, 
there 1s 2 beginning, and conſequently 
no Eternity ; . but. the number of Men 
w hich have been 1n time paſt till-now , 
is. not infinite; therefore Men have not 
beenfrom all Eternity. The ſecond Propo- 
ſition is proved thus, - An infinite number 
admits no greater number, but a greater 
number then that of Men which have been 
in times paſt till now can be given; ſeeing 
ther2have beenmore Hands, moreFingers, 
more Hairs, and more Beaſts than Men; 
therefore the number,of Men which have 
been in times paſttill now, 1s not infinite. 
Tie firſt Propoſition of this laſt Syllo- 
eifme , to wit, that an infinite number 
admits no greater number , is made good 
thus : If the infinite number could admit 
a greater number, ora greater number 
than the infinite could be given, it would 
follow 
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ed by. a greater number ; ſeeing 


theother: Bur the infinice number can» 


not ber exceeded, ſeeing that which is 


exceeded is finite or termined , where 
it is exceeded ; and the infinite cannor 
be finite ; therefore the infinite number 
cango. admit a greater number. 

/ Moreover , Either there hath been 
fome Man from all Eternity or not z 


_if- not, -it is evident that Men have nor 


been from all Eternity ;_ if any was from 
all Eternity , it follows that he ſhall not 
have been made or begotten by another z 
ſeeing that which is made or begotten of 
another, is after another : But that which 
is Eternal is not after another, there be« 
ing nothing before that which is Eternal. 
10. Again, Men which.are faid (falfe- 
ly) to have Lived from all Eternity , did 
fot yet Livean Eternity , elſe they had 
Lived longer than a thouſand times one 
hundred millions of ' thouſands of years, 
which 1s againſt the common ſenſe ; and 
therefore they bave Lived but a fire 
time, that is'on hundred or a thouſand 
years 'onely ; : from whence I reaſon thus : 
Betwixt that 'which is from all Eternity , 
and that wlyich is not from all Eternity , 
there is a #reater diſtance than of mom 
eW 


y that 'an infinite number ſhould be 
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Toe rs'; but berwixt CN of Meny 


are falſely faid to have Liyed fron! 
all Erernity : ad their Death, which is 
"not from a | Eternity, there is but « few 
years diſtance ; therefore their Death,not 
beirig from allFrerriity,iti is impoſſible their 
Life ſhould have been from all Eternity. 
"*x1. Beſides; ' The Men which have 
Lived in time paſt till now, are diſtant 
one from another', with an infinite di- 
{tarice of time onely , or with- a finite 
diſtance onely ; or ſome are diftant 
with a finite diftahce, and others with 


ah infinite diftahce : If they are all di- 


ſtafit with an infinite- diſtance of time, 
it will follow , that betwixt Jeſus Chriſt 
as Man, and we that Live at preſent, 

there will be an infinite diſtance, and 
conſequently an infinite ſpace of time g 
which is fajſe 3 ſeeing there is but one 
thouſand ſix huttdred ſeventy leveh years, 
according to the common ſupputation : 
It will follow alſo,that betwixt K. Charles 
the Firſt and K. Char Zes the Second,there 
will be an infinite aiſtance of time ; 
which 1s abſurd. If they are all diſtant 
with a finite diſtance of time onely , it 
follows that their duration contains a 
finite time onely , and conſequently are 
not Eternal, which is moſt true : If ſome 


are diſtant with 2 finite diltavce , and 
others 


Ss nn oo tt —_— "EE 


the — —m_ T_T 
- 
- 


Tv » 


> ego (0) COD_ ©w FÞ>, OF we \q* Rn) 


GG 


* + of 
is 4 A k A. 
- 


bs 
- . 4 Ja - 
 - ww \ 
-_ z<* . 


- others 'with an-infinite 6& 3 ar 
-rharor all them which are onely diftanty 
'with'a finite diſtance, one rakes therws 
_remoteſt : For example, "Peter who 
\Liveth at this day. and then remounts 
"towards them, that have preceded Petey, 
and from whom he 'is deſcended ; if ons 
takes{I ſay) himwhoin a finite diſtance is 
the fartheſt, tow it, John ; 1 ſay that if one 
remounts a little higher , that is unto 
William the Father of John , it will fol 
tow that Peter and William, will bedis 
ftant'one from another, with an infinite 
diſtance of time ; ſeeing they are more 
diſtant and farther removed in a finite 
diſtance : ſo thar it will follow, thar be» 
twixt the finite diſtance, which: is be« 
tween Peter and John, and the infinite 
diſtance between- Peter. and William , 
there will be but 'very few years diffe« 
rence , that is ſo many years { and no 
more) as are betwixt W/l:am the Fas 
ther and John his Son ; which is altoge« 
ther abſurd, 

12,” Add hereto, That every Genes 
ration - preſuþpoſeth ſome Alteration , 
that is ſome convenient Diſpoſition of 
the Matter, for the introduction of the 
Form, and Generation of the Compoſed: 
From whence I diſpute thus, That which 
is Eternal is not preceded, but Generatt 
On 
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.reaſon one /proves that 
Eternal, thus: That 
is not after another, 

eng nothyr Rn argadch that 
which. is Eternal z but Corruptiod is at- 
ter Generation : Seeing one and the ſarnc 
«thing cangot.be.at the fame time begot- 
ten and corrupted , produced and de- 

'ſtroyed ; therefore Corruption is not E- 
ternal. In one word, Eternal Things 

cannot be but together., arid cannot be 

one after another ; ſeeing nothing pre- 

cedes, or is before that which is Eternal : 

But Alteration , Generation, 'and Cor- 

ruption, cannot be together , but arc 

riccellarily one after another ; that is, 

Corruption after Geniexation', - and Gene- 

ration after Alteration : Therefere Al- 

teration , Generation and Corruption are 

not Eternal ; and conſequently Men have 

not been begotten from all Eternity , nor 

have ſucceeded the one the others; by an 

Eternal Generation. Moreover, The 

Generation of the Thing, and the Thing 

begotten , cannot be but together : But 

the Thing begotten is not Eterpal; ſecing 

It 
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44s after another ;, t9 wit , the, beget- 
' ting, at leaſt in the Generations of Men, 


war 


of whom we ſpeak : Therefore Genera- 


| _ 1s not Eternal. 


. Another general reaſon may be 
added to what hath been ſaid hitherto , 
roving that all Moveable Things have 
had a Beginning, and that there is none 
which may have, been from all Eternity ; 
Thus, If Time is not Eternal if follows 
that Motion is not Eternal, ſeejng that 
Time is nothing elſe but the duration of 
Motion ; bur Time is not Eternal, there- 
tore Motion is not Eternal ; nor conſe- 
quently the Sun, Moon, and Stars, which 
never were without Motion, that is with- 
out moving from Eaſt to Welt ; nor the 
Sea, Which never was without Motion, 
that is , without Flowing or Ebbing ; nor 
Men which never were without motion, 
that is without pulſe or reſpiration, nor 
without ſome Motjon of the Vital or Ani- 
mal Spirits. That Time hath nat been 
Eternal, appears, becauſe Time Eternal 
is2 Time infinite ; Seeing the Time ft-, 
nite hath' a beginning and an end,and the 
Eternal hath neither beginning nor end. 
Now Time hath not been infinite ; 
herefore it hath not been Eternal. That 
Time hath not been infinite, is clear, be- 


cauſe time infinite compriles a number jn-, 
C finite 
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_ finite of yeats ; Seting a finite number 
of years, cannot make an infihite time : 
but there -is:not an infinite number of 
12s , therefore Time hath not been in- 
nite. That there have not been an in- 
finite ntimhber' of years, is cleat alſo ; be- 
eauſe there cannot be a greater number, 
than an infinite number: elſe the inh- 
nite number ſhould be exceeded by this 
greater number : Secing that of two 
| Humbers, the greateſt exceeds the other. 
And if an infinite number were exceed- 
ed, it would be finite and terminate, 
Where it 15 exceeded, which is impoſſi- 
| be; Seeing that to be infinite and finite 
are contradidtories : But a greater num- 
ber may be given than that of the ,Years 
which have beeti, ſeeirig there have been 
more Moneths and *Days than Years. 
Moreover the Year is always after the 
Moneth, the Moneth after the Day, the 
Day after the Hour, and the Hour after 
the Minute, and conſequently the Year, 
the Moneth , the Day, the Hour, inthe 
whole, are not from all Eternity ; ſeeing 
that which is Eternal is not after antother. 
Moreover , We may ſay of Years, what 
we have ſaid of Men; z2/z, That the 
Years that have been in time paſt, either 
are all diſtant, with an infinite diſtance of 
time, or are all diſtant with a finite di- 
ſtance : 
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IC * lfthe are all diſtant \yith. 1 in» : 
nite pred , it, will follow 6 By 


© 42 has the - Year One thoufand ſix huns 
of red and 


ſeventy , and the Year One 
th zuſand ſix hundred 008 To 0s 
an infinite diſlatice, and Snleueney 


 8n infinite time, which is abſurd :; 


are diſtant with a finite diſtance, it 
follows that they comprize but a finite 
time , and conſequently are not_ Eternal. 
Again, If ſome Years be diſtant with a 
finite diſtance, and others with an infinite 
diſtance , and that of all the Years which 
are only diſtant witha finite diſtance ,0nc 
takes the two remoteſt:: for example , 
ThisYear One thouſand fix hundred ſe- 
venty ſeven, marked A, and reaſcendin 
with a finite diſtance to the remateſt Year 


' from the ſame, and that Ycar be marked 


B; I fay that if one remounts a Year high- 
ermarked Cit will follow that the Years 
Cand A, will be diſtant with an infinite 
diſtance , ſeeing they are more diſtant 
ang remote than-B and A; which are 


" the remoteſt in a finite diſtance : ſo that 


it will follow that betwixt the finite di» 
ſtance B and A, and the infinite diſtance 
Cand A, there will be but a years dif- 
ference ; and that the year C which js a 
finite time, added to the diſtance of B 
ind A; which isalſo a finite time , will 
Cx: be 
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| bean infinite time;ſuch as is the diſtance 
- of CandA, andthat the time infinite, 
viz. the diſtance of C and A, by thede- 
tfaction of a finite time, 444; the year C, 
Will become finite ; which is abſurd and 


contradictory. 
_. Laſtly, All things pretended to be E- 
ternal, as well permanent as ſucceſſive, 
either. have been from all Eternity with- 
out action, or with action : If they have 
been from all Eternity without action, it 
will follow that-the Sun hath been from 
all Eternity, without lighring, the Fire 
+ without burning \, -and Men without 
breathing, &c. which moſt part of Athe- 
its themſelves deny, ſeeing they ſay,that 
the World hath been from all Eternity in 
the ſame caſe it is now. Beſides, all 
things pretended to be Eternal, either 
have. been 'from all Eternity without 
ation, during a finite time or during an 
infinite time. If they have been with- 
out action during a finite time only, it 
will follow that betwixt that thing which 
hath been from all Eternity , -without 
action, and its ation which 1s not from 
all Eternity ; the difference will be only 
of a time limited and finite ; and corfſe- 
quently that betwixt that which 1s Eter- 
nal, v:=. the thing without aQion, and 
that which is not Eternal, to wat, 1ts 
action 
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u(ion, there wi 
and that. to make irs aQtion- Eternal, 
which is not Eternal, there will be want- 
- ing but” a finite and determined time; 
- and alſothat there. will be: but very lit« 


P x 
o ” 
F vg » * 
by % &t | : 


of (C 21 ) 
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tle lacking, Jeft that which is finite, v1. 
the time fince the ation of the thing, ad- 
ded to the finite, >. the time the thing 
hath been without action, will make up 
an infinite time, ſuch as is the Eternity 
of a.thing; which is abſurd and contra- 
diftory. If all things have remained 
without aQion' during an infinite time, 
it will follow that the Sun , the Moon, 
and other Stars, have been-longer than 
a hundred thouſand millions of thou- 
fands of years, without 'moving and gi- 
ving any light ; Men and Beaſts have li- 
ved longer than a hundred thouſand mil. 
lions of thouſands of years, without ſee- 
ing, breathing, ©c. which Atheiſts them- 
ſelves deny, when they afftrm that the 
World hath been from all Eternity in the 
ſame caſe it is at preſent. Moreover, it 
is a Maxime received of all men, That 
Idem qua Idem, ſemper facit Idem, For 
example, Fire that burns wood , coals, 
ſtraw, 9c. will always burn, if it be 
conſtantly ſupplied with fuel. There- 
fore if the Heavens, the Stars, and the 
Elements, have been. without action 

C 3 du- 


ew). | 
| qaringan t1 Wee! time, from whence did 
5, that they have a&ed af- 
terwards? retry it hive beof them- 
ſelyes, no new thing being come to bf : 
and having always-remained inthe 
\ Nate : and'if it be of ſome other,it cannot 
be butof God-If allthings have been from 
all Erernity with ation ; for example, 
the Sun with motion and illumination, 
Men with ratiocination, Oxen with bel- 
lowing, Lions 'with roaring , ©c: they 
muſt needs neceffarily have acted with- 
out ceaſing, during a finite, or an infinite 
tame : If 4 
time only 4 will follow that betwixt 
their ation which is from all Eternity, 
and the ceſſation of their e&tion, which 
is not from all Eternity, the difference 
will be of a finite and limited rime on- 
Ty. And conſe Pear that betwixt that 
which is Eternal, that which is not 
Erernal, berwixt Fu which 1s infinite, 
and that which is finite, the difference 
or diſtance will be of a finite and limited 
time, only ; and that there will be want- 
1hg, but a certain finite time; leſt the ceſ- 
{ation of their aCtion, which is not Eter- 
ral, be Eternal ; and that the finite time, 
to wit , the time ſince the ceſſation of 
their aQion, added to the finite time of 
the duration of the action , will make 
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ey have acted during a finite 
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pan infinite time, ſuch as is -the Etor- 
- mity of a thing ; whieh is abſurd. and 
© contraditory. . If they have acted with- 
-- out ceaſing during an infinite time, -it will 


.- +follow that-a man hath ſpoken, an Oxe 


|bellowed, a Lion roared, longer than a 


" Hundred thouſand miflions of thoafands 


. of years,which is ridiculous, and Atheiſts 
"themſelves deny , -when they affirm that. 
the world hath boen from all Eternity in 
the ſame caſe it is now. Beſides all this, 
The motion of the Sun,the word of Man, 
the roaring of a Lion, tc. have certain 
jarts whieh cannot be Eternal ; becauſe 
hoſe things: that are Eternal cannot 'be 
but together , as hath been proved al- 
ready : But the parts of the motion 
_ of the Sun cannot be together, becauſe 
they ſucceed one another ; therefore they 
cannot be Eternal. Neither can the parts 
of the ſpeech of a Man be together ; for 
when he pronounces one word, he doth 
not pronounce another ; and when he ut- 
ters a Syllghkle, he doth not utter ano 
ther. For Wample, lf one ſuppoſes that 
a man from all Eternity hath pronoun+ 
ced this word (glory) it 1s evident that 
the Syllable (ry ) was uttered after the 
Syllable (glo) and conſequently that the 
prolation of the Syllable (ry) is not Eter- 
nal, ſeeing that which is Etexnalys not 
IE, | C 4 aftes 
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wanting bur verylittle, to wit; as much 
time only, 'as one needs - to utter the Sy]- 


ory. 
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CHAP. 1L, 


1, Wherin one may ſee the firſt Anſwer 
of Atheiſts, ſx , That Toe Fa 

» . things may have 114 
nity colleftively, and not diftributive- 
7 '2. How many ways one thing may 
.verelated to , or agree with another, 
diftributively or coleftively. 4. That 
Succeſſive things cannot be from all E- 
terfiity collef;vely. 4. That old mn, 
young men, and children collefrvely 
or taken together, cannot have been 
from all Eternity, 5. That the dead 
* bhave not beer! fromall Etermty.6.That 
all men collet;vely having been begot- 
ten, cannot have been from alt Eterni- 
iy. 7. That ibe right er ſtanding 
and” 1pprehenſion of the Wſtiniti on of 
Agheiſts, s a ſufficient refutation of 


the ſame. 


r. He firſt Anſwer © of Atheiſts 
| to all our former Arguments, 1s 
<> to be ſeen 10 Ovzede his Natus 
| ot ant ral 


%. 


lable (glo) which is abſurd and contrai- | 


zen from all Eter.: 


nt 
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, _ troverſie,” inthe ſecond and third Prop 
firions:;-where having ſaid, That Tits, 
\ Motion ,-and all Succeſſive Things may 
have been from all Eternity ; and having 
cited for his warranters, Thomas Vaſquez, 
and Pererins, and ſeveral others, at 
laſthe Anſwers our Arguments and Rea» 
ſons thus : All Generations and Cor- 
ruptions' ( faith he )- all Days ,and all - 
Nights, all the Flowings and Ebbings 
df the Sea, all the Fu!l Moons and the 
New Moons, all M@#n and all Beaſts, &c. 
if they be taken and conſidered particu» 
larly,: have had a beginning., and none 
of theſe rhings in particular is from all 
Eternity. 

But all Generations taken together , 
or the Colle@ion of all the Generations 
that have been in time paſt, all Days ta» 
ken together , or the ColleQion of all 
the Days that have been in time pait , 
all Men-taken together, or the ColleCtion 
of all the 'Men that have been in time 
paſt, Sc. all Theſe Collections (ſaith he) 
may have been from all Eternity. 


The Reply. 


2. Againſt this Anſwer , I ſay , That 


one thing may be related to, and ——_— 
& ei 
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in this manner one may fay that all men 
are rational ; becauſe all Men taken to- 
r areſo, and every man taken in 
particular is rational. Secondly, One 
thing may be related to and affirmed of 
another, when it agrees with , or be- 
longs to every on2 1n particular ; and 
nor to all rogether : and in this manner 
one may ſay that all men do occupy a 
certain place , and®are not_in ſeveral 
places at once , becauſe every man in 
particular is in a certain. determined p'ace, 
and cannot be in diyers . places at once; 
, but all men taken together ate in divers 
places at once, viz. In England, 

France , Spain, Italy, &c. Thirdly, 

Oae thing 15 related to , or affirmed of a- 

nother,, when it agrees with it becauſe 

of fome one, but yet not with every 

one in particular. In this manner one 

may ſay that the Kings of France are 

from the year Four hundred and twenty, 

or thereabouts ;, becauſe Pharamond, 

who 1s thought to have been the firft 

King of France, began to reign about 

that time ; but every King of [+ance 15 

not from the year Four hundred ang 

twenty : Likewiſe , One may ſay hay 

| 18 the 


another, four ways chiefly Firſt, | 
ef it agrees with, of belongs to ail | 
together, andto every oneip particular ; 
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. he Romans did ſometime 7 


C auls , becauſe Ju/zus Ceſar a Roman; 
"with the help of ſome Roman Legiofis 
-did ſubdue the ſame ; but every Romatt - 
$ouldier did not do that Exploit or At= 
chievement. Fourthly, One thing a- 
ees with, or is related to another, 
when it belongs to all taken together ; 
but neither to ſome one, nor to every 
one in particular. Thus one may ſay 
that the Kings of France have reigned 
above Twelve hundred years ; which is 
onely to be affirmed of all the Kings of 
France taken together in their ſucceſſion, 
but not of ſome one King , nor of every 
Bing of France in particular. So it may 
þe ſaid that the Apoſtles have preached 
the Goſpel throughout the whole World, 
which muſt be ſaid of all the Apoſtles 
taken together, yet diſperſed, - ſeeing 
every Apoſtle did not Preach the Goſpel 
in every part of the World. | 
3. This being granted (as it muſt 
needs be ) let us ſee which of theſe four 
ways, Atheiſts may underſtand the Pro- 
poſition in queſtion , v/z. That Gene- 
rations and Corruptions, Days and 
Nights , Men and Beaſts have been from 
all Eternity. And firſt, I ſay, that if 
cannot be underſtood, according to the 
two firſt wayes-, which require that one 
bo” | thirig 


- 
Ld 


| g be related to, and agree with +- 
in reſpec to. every one.in parti- 
In, As hath been ſaid ; in! every Ge- 

ration, every , every Man 1n par- 
iculiar, hath rel Pant, all © 2 

e we thatlive at this Day ſhoald have 
been from all Eternity ; which is abſurd. 
Secondly , I ſay, It cannot be underſtoo] 
in the toyrth manner ; for 'when one 
thing-is related to, or agrees with all 
taken together, onely, and not with every 
6ne in particular, nor becauſe of ſome 
one ; then all are ſo neceſlary to eſtabliſh 
the truth of the Propoſition, that-if you 
except or take one away, the Propoſiti- 
* onwill be falſe: For Example in this Pro- 
poſition , The Kings of ' Frauce have 
reigned twelye hundred fifty. ſix years ; 
the Reign . of twelve hundred fifty ſix 

ears are ſo to be applied to, anJ affirm- 
ed of all the Kings ot France taken toge- 
ther, that if one or two were not num- 
bred with the reſt, they would not have 
reigned ſo- long, and conſequently the 
Propoſition ſhoald be falſe, Thus in 
this Propoſition, The Apoſtles are in num- 
ber twelve, the number twelye belongs 
toall the Apgſtles taken together ſo ne- 
celfarily, that if one ſhould be taken a- 
way, or deducted out of that number, 
the Apoſtles ſhould not be in number 
twelve 
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on ſhould be falſe; Therefore ih ol 
_ Propoſition; Men have' beeti from all B> 
*xernity ; If to have been from all Ererns 
xy, is proper to, and to be affirmed of 
Aallmen taken together, only, and not of 
every mar in particular, nor becauſe of 
ſome one that hath been from all Ererd 
nity ; it follows that all men. are ſo ne» 
ceflary to eſtabliſh the truth of the ſaid 
Propoſition, that if one or two are tg» 
ken away, men ſhall not have been'from 
all Erernity , and conſequently the Pro- 
poſition will be falſe: bur according to 
. the confeſſion of Atheiſts, Though one 
ſhould. take away all the men thar have 
been four thouſand years ſince , yet nes 
vertheleſs they might have been from all 
Eternity and without beginning. There= 
fore in this Propoſition, Men have been 
from all Eternity ; to have been from all 
Eternity, doth not belong to, 'nor is to be 
affirmed of all men taken together, ons 
ly. Finally, ſince all men taken roge» 
ther, . or the colletion cf a!l men, is not 
only two days fince,much leſs from all E- 
nity and without beginning : It muſt 
then te concluded, that the Propoſition 
ui hand, viz. That Generations and Core 
ruptions, Days and Nights, Men and 
Beaſts have been from all Eternity ; muſt 
be 


be undefftood by Atheiſts, inthe third 
way or manner;\that is to ſay, .becau ſe 
of ſome. Generation, fome Day , ſome 
Man, &c. that may have been from all 
Eternity : But 1 have proved already,that 
there hath been no Generation,no Day,no 
Man Sc. from all Etetnity; and Atheiſts 


themſelves confeſs it in their firſt Anſwer - 


Therefore it muſt be concluded, that Ge- 
nerations and Corruptions, Days and 
| Nights, Men and Beaſts, 9c. 'have by no 
means been from all Eternity. bh 
4. Moreover, All the Old men whic 

have been 1n time paſt; taken. together, 
either have been from all Eternity, or 
not : if they have been from all Eterni- 
ty, it follows that their Old age is Eter- 
nal, which 1s. impoſſible : Seeing; that 
which is Eternal, is not after another, 
there being nothing before that which is 
Eternal : But their Old age is after ano- 
ther; to wit, after their Youth : There- 
fore their Old age is not Eternal. A man's 
Young age may well be with the Young 
age, or after the Old age of another 
man ; but the Youth of a Man , can- 
not-Le with , or after the Old age of 
the ſame Man, and Old age mult nece(- 
farily be after: Now we ſpeak here of 
the ſame Men, that is, the ſame Old 
men ; and conſequently the Old age of 

a1 
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FO men, ought neceſſarily to beq 
'xer the Young age of the ſelt-fame O' 


n-that have been Young : if they have 
wot been from all Eternity, it will follow 
"that men will have been from all Eterns 

ty without Old age,or Old men;which is 
denied by Atheitts themſelves, who af+ 
firmithe World to have been from all Ez 

uty in the ſame ſtate it is now, an 

_ ronſequently with Old men. And more- 
over, Either men have been from all Ez 
terniry without Old men, during a finite 
time, or during an infinite time : If du» 
ring a finitetime,it will follow that be» 
ewixt that which is not from all Eternity; 
72.0'd men,and that which is not from 
all Eternity, 2x. other men taken toges+ 
ther, there is but a finite and limited 
time ; and that the finite time, ſuch as is 
the time; ſince the which there are Old 
men, added to the finite time, ſuch as is 
the duration of Men, without Old men; 
will make up an infinire time, ſuch as is 
the pretended Eternity of Men ; which is 
abſurd : If they have been from all Eter- 
fhity without Old men, during an infinite 
time; it will follow, that Men will have 
been without Old men above a thou- 
ſand thouſands mzllions of thouſands of 
years ; which is ridiculous, and denied 


by theſe prophane Atheiſts themſelves. 
| By 
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'By the. fartie Reaſon one may proves 
that all 'young - men taken- together , 
which have been' in tithe paſt, have not 
been fromall nope hang, theix Young 
age is after their Infaricy : and one may 
prove alſo that all Children-taken' toge- 
ther, which have been in time paſt, have 
not been from all Eternity : Secing their 
Infancy, is after their Birth and Concep- 


. - tion.Burif the Collection of all Children 


thathave been,theColleRion of all Young, 
men that have been, and the Colle&ion 
of all Old men that have been ; If(I fay) 
all theſe Collefions have not been from 
all Erernity, it is evident that the Colle- 
Qion of all men which have been in time 
paſt, is not from all Eternity ; ſince it 
compriſes only the CoHedtion of Chil- 
dren, of Young and Old Men that have 
been. 1 

5- Again,eitherall men which have been 
dead in time paſt, being taken together, 
have been dead from all Eternity,or not : 
If they have been dead from all Eternity, 
it follows that their death is Eternal , 
which 15 impoſſible ; ſeeing that which 1s 
Eternal 1s nor after another , there be- 
ing nothing before that which is Eter- 
na], and without beginning: but their 
dearh is afrer another , v2, their life ; 
ſe2ing the death and lite of the ſame men 
cannot 
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b ir death 1 not mites if 
: 2 "hitter ub th have been. dead taken to- 
ES , have. not been dead_ from all E- 
tergity, it will, follow , that men have 
be DEE a from all Eternity, without, having 


E 

M $8 men..; Which is denied by A- 
. theiſts, who affirm, That the World hath 
n | been from all Erernity, .in the ſame ſlate 
- it. is now ; and conſequently with dead 
men. And moreover, either men have 


) been. from all Eternity , without dead 

men, during; a fitite time, or during an 
infinite time : If during a finite time, it 
will follow that betwixt that which is 


. not from all Eternity, to wit, dead men, 
\_ MW and that which is from all Eternity, Vi. 
I the living Men. taken together, there is 

but” a finite and limited rime ; and that 
- || the finite time, that is to ſay; the time 


fince the which .there have been dead 
men, added to the finite time, ſuch as is 
the duration of living men only, will 
inake up an infinite time, ſuch as is the 
pretended Eternity of men ;which is con« 
traditory. If during an infinite time, 
it will follow, that men will have been 
above an Hundred thouſand millions of 
thouſands of years without dying,which 
is ridiculous , and denied by Atheiſts 
themſcives, D 6. To 
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Sao of produces it ſelf Tongs all men (ing beer: 


hats been in time paſt taken together, 
have been begotten; ; 1x A accord- 
tothe 1nion of Atheilts, in the Col- 
1on-of all men which have been in 
time paſt, there is Never--4 man not be- 
pore ; : Therefore all men which have 
enint 


_ , 


ime -paſt- taken together, have 


been begotten of another. From' this 
Argument I form another, thus, What- 
foever is begotten of another, is -after 
that other ; 1ecing that a man who be- 
gets another man, did exiſt before he 
begat him : But all men taken together 
have been begotten of another, as I have 
proved : Therefore all men taken toge- 
ther have been after another. From this 
laſt Syllogiſme,l will alſo form this, That 
which hath been from all Eternity, hath 
not been after another, ſeeing there is 
nothing before that which is Eternal : 
But all men taken together have been af- 
ter another , as I have proved ; There- 
fore all men taken together have not been 
from all Eternity. 

7. Laſtly, The ſerious conſideration of 
the very terms of this diſtinAtion of Ov7- 


edo, will cauſe any rational men to » 
je 
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in that year. | 
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is WW 1. The ſecond Anſwer of Atheiſts, viz. 
at that as inthe After-Fiernity , that is 
h to ſay , inthe future, there will be 
is ug laſt or farthermoſi ; ſo in the Fore- 
|: Eternity, that is to ſay, intime paſt, 
f theres. hath beer no firſt or formoſt. 
[2 2. That Atheifts compare unlike things, 


n and the diſparity explained. 3. That 
reaſcending towards the time paſt, one 


of may rug through it , and ſo "tis not in- 
14 finite. 4. That the Succeſſion of Things 
2 cannot be Eternal ; and why? , . 

> D - Before 


etie Dev Ai and joyns = 
[together ;ſo that-the Fore-Eternity 
is 2 duration , from this day reafcending 
»W2zrds or through the time paſt,- even 
to the infinite ;' and the: After-Eternity is 
4 duration from this day toward the fu- 

cure, | even to the infinite. | 
"This kind of Riddle being now clear, 
let us come to their Anſwer. 'As'in the 
Afﬀeer-Eternity ( fay they) the Day ſhall 
Frernally be after the Night, -and the 
Night. after the Day, ſo that there ſhall 
never be a later Day , nor a later Night ; 
our Hemiſphere will be Eternally light- 
ned , after that of our Antipodes,. and 
the 'Hemiſphere of our Antipodes after 
ours; ſo that there ſhall never beg 1a- 
ter illumination : The Flowing of: 
will be Eternally after the- Ebbiny 
the Ebbing after the Flowing ; ſo*that 
there will never be a later Flowing ' or 
Ebbing : The New Moon will be Eter- 
nally after the Full Moon , and'the Full 
Moon after the New Moon , without e- 
ver being a later New Moon , - or a later 
Full Moon ; one. part of Time or Moti- 
| on 


WER 
[> wi he reno part of Tims 
M 4 Motion , Gc. So in; Fore-Frer- 
"nity. , + the - Day hath. been! Eternally be» 
TP re the _ ht, and the Night. before - 
the © that there was never. a firſt 
Day-or a firſt Night : and conſequently 
the Day and the Night have been from 
all Eternity, one-- before- another , as 
"they will be Eternally one after another: 
Likewiſe our Hemiſphere-hath been_Em- 
lIightened Eternally before ' the Hemi 
-Jphere-of our Antipodes, and tit of our 
'Antipodes before ours, without ever 
having been a firſt illumination ; and cons» 
Aequently illumination 1s Eternal ſucceſ- 
ſively , and the two Hemiſpheres have 
been Enlightened from all Eternity; one 
before the other , | as they -ſhalb be-En- 
ligttened Eternally one after another : 
80 the New Moon hath been Eternatlly 
| re the Full Moon, and the Full Moon 
:the New Moon , - without ever 
H&mz been. a firſt New, or Full Moon'; 
and conſequently the Full- and the New 
Moon have been from all Eternity; one 
before the other, as they ſhall be Eter- 
nally one after another. Jem, The' Flow 
Ing of the Sea, hath been Eternally before 
the Ebbing , and the Ebbing before the 
Flowing, without ever having been a 


_ Wi" ark 


y ſhell be ceanlly one after afte; 
rs | Finally, Evety Day , every 
Hlomination ; ' Flowing , bite?! 
Man, have indeed. d « Beginning , 16 
that there is. gone of theſe in par lar. 
that ever hath; been without Begititing, 
and'from all Eternity : But the Succeſſion 


of Days, Illuminations, Flowings, and 
Men, tc. is without Boginning and from 


all Ergrmiry. | 


The Reply. 


2 z Againſt this Anſwer ſay Thatt the 
compariſon- is to: no purpoſe , becauſe 
things altogether unlike are compared in 
1t212. that which hath been and that 
which never ſhall be totally ; that which 
is totally paſt , and that which never 
ſhall paſs away : For the Full ahd the New 
Moon, the Day '#nd' the Night,the Flow- 
ing and Ebbing.of the Sea, the Illumina- 
tion of both Hemifpheres,Men, and' ſuch- 
like Succeſſive things, that are pretended 
to-have been from all Eternity , have 
been indeed, but are no more, and conſe- 
quently: are paſt ; 'and therefore the pre- 
tended Fore-Eternity, being-of this na- 

ture, 
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fide, that is to ſay, by this Day, and by 
the later Day , becauſe it ſhould bepaſt 
asthe Fore-Eternity : Sith then, that the 
pretended Fore-Eternity 1s _ paſt, it muſt 
be alſo finite , and- conſequently there 
hath been a firſt Day, a firſt Flowing , 
a Firſt Man, Sc. and which is:-more; it is 
limited on every fide, to wit-, by this 
Day, and by the firſt Day as well as the 
-— - alan would fbe , if it were 
- z, From this Reply it is eyident, That 
though one deſcending towards the fus 
ture, might go or reach to the infinite z 
yet re-aſcending towards that which is 
paſt,one could notreach to the infinite:be- 
cauſe in every progreſſion to the infinite, 
there is always ſomething to be taken iny 
ſa-that one cannot run through ſuch an 
D 4 Us 
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Day to the time paſt, the n jeg m 
-Day e time there 1s not always 
ſomething 'to be taken in, but bene 
ſtop ata firſt thing, and fo by aſcending 
_ tothe'time'paſt, all the time paſt muſt be 

taken 'in': Therefore in aſcending to the 
, there is no anfiniteto bereach- 
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E in fin ite a) "Now —_ -- 
F . _ * , - : 


time paſt 
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ed'tunto,” * 
That there is not always ſomething to 
be taken in,in aſcending to- the time paſt; 
and that from this Day, aſcending tothe 
time paſt, all that time paſt may be ta- 
ken in,/it is evident ; becauſe to de- 
'ſcend by the time paſt to this Day, and 
aſcend ffom this Day towards the time 
paſk, are one and the ſame thing, or at 
leaſt are things alike ;- as the way from 
Thebes to ps. chang and from A: hens to 
Thebes, is one and the fame way, and all 
the time paſt either in-aſcending, or de. 
ſcending, is always the ſame. There. 
fore ſince that deſcending by the time 
paſt to this Day, all the time paſt is ta- 
ken in ; it is evident that aſcending 
from this Day towards the time paſt , 
all the time paſt may be taken in, 
and conſequently there 1s to progreſſion 
to the infinite that way. | 
4, Finally, One cannot conceive, that 
there was never a Man, a Day, a Flow- 
1ng of the Sea, (Sc. from-all Eternity, and 
- that 


ernity; ahd without | -_- if 
= WE! bone Men, no Nay ag all Erer- 
"N es without le 1t. 4s 1mp 
tb oi ſucceſſion of the ſame ſhould, be 
from all Eternity,and withour Beginning, 
Secing the Succelfion of things cannot be 
without the things, whereot 1tis-Succeſh 
ſion : And moreover it is certain and un- 
doubtable (and in this caſe is very conſi- 
_ that every Succeſſion campriſes 

flentially many things, whereof. one is 


1 after another ; ſo that Succeſſion , not 
> I conly, cannot have a Being , but which + 
t 15 more cannot be conceived, without ſuch 

1 things as are one after another : Now 
0 that which 1s after another cannot beE- 


1 MW - ternal : there being nothing before that 
5 which is Eternal, and without Beginning : 
» Seeing then that Succeſſion comprehends 
e Efſentrally ſuch a thing as 1s after ano- 
E ther, it follows neceflarily that Succeſſion 
g 1n it ſelf cannat be Eternal; for if it be 
, faid tobe Eternal, it muſt þe 1n relation 
bs to ſome one thing which is not after 'a- 
Fr nother , but without. Beginning and 
from all Frernity, which is denied by A- 
at theiſts themſelves,; for they profeſs to 
T believe, That there was never a Man, 


1d | never a Day, &c. but they have been af- 
\ ter 


© firſt Man, 4 firſt Day, a firſt Flowing, 
* Ger. aid conſequently @ Bepinriing, and 
5 Eternity of Men, Days, and Flow- 
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x. The third Anſwer of Athtifts concern. 
ine the infinite number. 2. Three 
w Potion of Atheiſts, whereby they 
 firive and endeavour to prove, that 
one infinite is greater than another. 
3: That hoſe Men which bave been in 
time paſt, make up_ſome number. 
4. That in whatſoever number of Men, 
. There 2s as much, or more, or Jeſs. 
5. The vefutation of the Atheiſts Av- 
gument , that one infinite is greater 
than another , materially, and not 
formally. 6. That it is a contvadittt- 
on to graut , or make , one infinite to 
be greater than the other, 7. That 
the Anſwer of Atheiſts, doth not at all 
hit or touch our chief and ind:ſſoluble 
\ Reaſon, drawn from the diſtance of 
| Men, 8. What the Space is not , and 
- what it is proved. 9g. The Anſwer ” 
De 
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% encſs of tht Oriental = 

WW  ORNA Space,” 't6, Andthth 
1 > Heſwer to thetty ſecond Argument, 
. orator from the infiniteneſs of rBk 
i Tous! bis, both of Men and : 
'©3x) wor er t6 ther third ; "nt; 
 fraws from the pretended infinitene _ 
" of Men and Liont poſſible, that it tb by 
- ſoy, that God may Produce and cyedte. 
x. 
| | [ that there | having beeh in 
A time paſt an infiniteneſs 6f 
| Men, Dayes, and Generations , 9. 
ofhe cannot ſay that there hath been 4 
number of them, Either finite of infinite, 
ſing every number is called number 
becauſe it may be' numbred : Now the 
: infiniteneſs of Men , Days, &c. catt- 
not be numbred , and adbefore theſe 
terms, number infinte, are conttadiaQ6- 
ry ; that is, one muſt confeſs, that Men, 
| Days , &c. are in ſome number ; they 
fay that number is an infinite number; | 
but that in the infinite number there is | | 
heither 4s much, nor more, nor lefs; 
leeing theſe particles, as much, more, and 
Jeſs - belong onely, and are folely re- 
lated to finite nambers. And that if 


they becompelied by force of Reaſpn' to 
Ace 


He third Anſwer of Atheiſts is, 


— Ry 


—y 


acknowledge that theſe particles belong 

. $0 all numbers, either finite or infinite ; 
the | Anſwer that in the-infinite number 
of Men . ( for Example); that-have been 
- +. 
In time paſt ,. there haye been ſo many 
. Men as Hands-and Finger 
% g j 
te-Numbers ar 
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the infinitenſs of the ſpace in this man- 
ner : If from the City of Londou, draw- 
ing perpetually Eaſt-ward, or to the O- 
rient, there js no end to be attained un- 
to; and conſequently the Oriental ſpace 
is infinite,and ſo are the parts of the ſame 
in infinite number ; for as to have an 
end and to be finite, is one and the ſame 
thing; ſo not to have an. end and to be 
infinite is one and the ſame thing. 1:em 
from the City of Londou , drawing 
per- 


"(453 
tually Ge, or to the dh 
yore” *+ is-no-end , == 


W y the Occidental ſpace is infinite, and ſo 
- re the of the prin A finite num< 
"ber, by the ſame reaſon: Now the Ori- 
ental and Occidenral ſpace together are 
ter than the Oriental ſpace alone; 
» vg Oriental and Occidental ſpace 
together', is as an All, whereof the O- 
Bra! ſpace is- but one part, and forum 
eſt Majus'ſua parte. Therefore: one in- 
finite , ſach as is the Oriental- and Occi- 
dental ſpace together, is greater than 
another infinite, ſuch as 1s the Oriental 
ſpace alone ; and an infinite number, 
ſuch as is that of the parts of the Ori- 
ental and Occidental ſpace together, is 
greater than another infinite, ſuch as is 
that of -the parts of the'Occidental ſpace 
alone. 

2. Their ſecond Reaſon is drawn from 
the infinireneſs of the Thoughts of Men 
and Angels, thus: The Thoughts Men 
ſhall have hereafter , in the after-Eterni- 
ty, whether in Earth or in Heav en, are 
in number infinite ; for if they were in 
number finite , 1t would follow that Men 
being come unto that finite and hmitted 
number of. Thoughts, would think no 
more, and ſo would no more know God; 
nor. any other Thing, ; ſeeing one cannot 
think 
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Ft Sb henkbg's id "4 
, the ure in ſr manner 4 Jtens, — 
s Angels ſhall have:hereafter i in 
ern - ar& i number infi- 
= elſs a1 omg wer yy be a time 
where the Angels ſhould: think no 
, __ New the eve of 'Men and 
| | erare- in greeter fumber 
"than ER houghts of Men alone + There- 
fore 2 number infinite, ſach- as 1s: that 
of the Thoughts of Mer and Angels to- 
gether, in the After-Fternity , is greater 
another infinite; ſuch as is that of 
the Thoughts of Men alone, in the ſame 
gt 
heir third reaſon is drawn from Men 
and Lions poſitble; and thus they argue. 
Men poſhble;, that: is to: fay., that God 
may produce, are in number infinite ; 
for if they were in number finite , for 
Example , One hundred thouſand mil- 
lions , - it would follow that God could 
not produce one more, -ſeeing that one 
Man would be over and above. all Men 
poſſible : rem Lions poſſible ; or that 
| God may produce and create, are in num- 
ber infinite for the ſame reaſon : Now the 
number of Men and Lions poſſible is 
greater than the ſole number of Men }} 
e: Therefore a number infinite , | 


fach as is that of Men and Lions poſſible 
to» 
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That all Men which have been in time 
paſt are-many,, that is to ſay, are more 
than one , and conſequently make up a 


_ maltitude, which in 1t ſelf is either nu- 


'merable and finite, or innumerable and 
infinite : If it. be numerable and finite, 
it-follows that there hath been a certain 
number finite and determined in it ſelf; 


. and ſo that there have been ſome firſt , 


ſome ſecond, 5c. And therefore that 
they have not been from all Eternity : 
If it be innumerable and infinite , -my 
argument 1s entire. and firm: which 1s 
thus : One cannot give a greater multi. 
tude than an innumerable or infinite mul- 
titude, elſe it ſhould be exceeded; by 
this.greater multitude : Seeing that of 
two multitudes the greater exceeds the 
leſſer , and conſequently ſhould be finite 
and limited ; ſeeing that which 1s ex- 
ceeded is finite and determined , wherett 
is exceeded : But one can give agreater 
muſtitude than that of Men , which 
have been in time paſt ; to wit, the 
multitude of Eyes, Fingers , Bairs, and 

Beaits : 
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ls - Therefore the multirideof Men 
which tieve been in'time paſt , isnot in- 


finite , but finite andrermined, and con- 


ſequently hath not beenfrom all Eternity, 
And here obſerve that in this place uſe 
the words of multitude and number 'for 
ofie arid the 'ſamething. ” © © 

2.Secondly, It" is faſſe, That'in'af in- 
finite multitude, or'an infinite. number , 
there is neither as much ,- normore, nor 
leſs; for 'in” whatſoever * multitude of 
Men', either fanite or infinite ,, it Iiscer- 
tzin that there are as *"many Noſes as 
Mouths , as miriy Hearts'as Heads, as 
many Hands'ss Feet ; and it 1s undoub- 
table that in the multitude of Men, which 
have been in time paſt, there have been 
tnore -Hands and Fingers than Men ; fſee- 
ing there is no Man in the Colletion of 
all Men , which have been' in time palt 
(Monſters excepted ) but he hath had 
two Hands and ten Fingers ; 'and no Man 
can deny that the Colle&ion of all Ani- 
mals which have been in time paſt , 1s 
greater than the ſole ColleCion of all Men 
which have been in time paſt ; ſeeing the 
Colledions of all Animals contains the 
Colletion of all Men , and of all Beaſts. 
But the Colle&ion of all'Men and of all 
Beaſts, is greater than the Colle&tion of 


all Men only ; etc the whole; to mo , 
6 TIC 


"(49), 4, 
_— of all -_ and of / all 
ould not. be greater than the 
; towit, the Collettion of all Ment 
p* y. By the ſamereafon one nay prove. 
| mou the Cotleion of all Days , and of 
all Nights, is greater than the Colle&ion 
of all Days onely : and that the Col- 
leQion of all Generations and Corrupti-. 
ons is greater than the ColleQion of all 
Generations onely ; and conſequently; 
that the' ColleQions of Days and Gene- 
rations which have been in time paſt , 
are exceeded, and ſo finite and determi- 
ied, where they are exceeded ; and 
therefore are not from all Eternity, but 
have had a Beginning : Finally, In what- 
foever great multitude, or whatſoever' 
great number , either finite or infinite ; ., 
there are more binaries than quarterna- 
fies , ſeeing every NY contains 
two binaries. 
tf Thirdly ; It is invain to fay that 
one infinite 1s not greater than another 
formally , that is to ſay, in reſpe& tothe 
infiniteneſs ; but that it is ſo materially, 
that is to ſay , in reſpe& to the Parts ; 
becauſe it is evident thar the parts proper- 
ly makethe' infinite; and therefore if one 
infinite hath more parts than another in- 
finite, it will be greater than that, e- 
ven asan infinite ; and morcover,though 
E one 


"yr <SFI&1 C59). bertF.{ 
otle:infinite ſhould be. greater than ano- 
ther materially, that 1s to ſay, in re- 

" ſpect to the parts, _ it will. follow that 

e : leſſer -ſhall not_ be truly infinite; 
ſeeing it will, finiſh and be determi- 
ned, where the other will begin to ex- 
ceed it. | 

6. Fourthly, it is falſe, there is no 
abſurdity of two infinites to make one 
greater than the other : for from thence 
will follow an apparent contradiftion, 
to wit, that one and the ſame thing,will 
be fiante and will not be finite ; ſeeing the 
leſſer infinite will be exceeded by the 
greater. infinite , and conſequently will 
be finite ; ſeeing that which is exceeded, 
is finite and determined where it is ex- 
ceeded : And it will not be finite, ſfee- 
ing it is ſuppoſed infinite, and that which 
1s infinite 1s not finite : Therefore the 
ſame thing, to wit, the leſſer infinite,wll 
be finite .and not finite , which things 
are contradictory. 

Fifthly, The Anſwer of Atheiſts doth not 
at all hit or touch our chief and inditlo- 
luble Reaſon, drawn from the diſtance of 
men, thus: The men which have lived in 

| time paſt till now,are all diſtant one from 
|» another with an infinite diſtance of 
time only, or with a finite diſtance on- 
ly ; or ſome are diſtant with a finite di- 

{tance, 
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\ ſtance, - and others with an- infinite di- 
tance; if they are all diſtant with'an 
infinite 'diſtance of time, it will follow, 
" I © that betwixr King Cares the Firſt, and 
” WU King Charles the Second, there will be 
- an infinite diſtance of time; which is al- 

together abſurd : (if they are all diftant 
»warh a finite diſtance of time only, it fol- 


- | lows that their duration contains a finite 
x time only, and conſequently are not E- 
; ternal, which is moſt true : It fome are 
11 diſtant with a finite diftance, and others. 
C with an infinite diſtance , and that of 
"M all them which are only diſtant with 
11 a finite diſtance, one takes the two re- 


j Moreſt ; for Example, Peter who liveth 
hy At this day, and then remounts towards 


WW them that have preceded Peter, and 
" from whom he is deſcended, if one takes 
t ; him CI fay ) who in. a finite diſtance is 
vill the remoteſt, to wit, John , I ſay, that if 


one remounts a little higher, that 1s- to 
> BW fay, unto William, the tather of Joh» ; 
it will follow that Peter and William 


4 will be diſtant one from another, with an 
on infinite diſtance of time ; ſeeing they are 
1; | | more diſtant and farther removed than 
ha Peter and John, which are the farther 
97 removed in a finite diſtance : So that it 


will follow, that betwixt the finite di- 
\ dj. | fance , which is between Peter. and 
| Ez John, 
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. Tobn, and the infinite diſtance" which is 
veen Peter and William,thero will be 
but a very few years difference, that is to 
ſay, 16 many years (and no more) as are 
between Wham the father, and- Joh 
the fon; which'is altogether abſurd, 

- This Reaſon may be confirmed thus : 
Every multitude Tu AY or ha- 
ving aQually-exiſted, it it be aCtually fi- 
nite, 1t may be'told ; ſeeing that which 
cannot be told is neceflarily infinite : 
therefore'if from this day, remounting 
towards the time paſt, one begins to tell 
thoſe men which have been 1ucceſſively 
"ene before another”; the whole finite 
multitude of thoſe men, will at laſt be 
rold and numbred ; ſo that beyond that 
multitude there will remain never a man 
to be numbred , that may with the faid 
multitude, make a finite number:There- 
fore if to the finite multitude of all men, 
which have been in time paſt, one adds 
only a man, the reſult of it will be an in- 
finite multitude ; ſeeing the precedent 
multitude, without that man added, was 
the greateſt of all finite multitudes paſt ; 
nay , even the whole finite multitude 
of men which have been in time paſt ; 
and ſo that man added to the whole fi- 
nite multitude of thoſe men, making the 
ſame greater, it mu neceſſarily be infi- 
nite : 


beat” 1 FJ ON 
Moreover , it cannot” be infinite, 
-Teeing a finite thing, to wit, a man ad- 
"ded to another finite thing, asthe whole 
"Hinite multitude of men, cannot make an 
infinite : and though never one ma1 
thould be added to the ſaid multitude, 
there would follow- an evident- contradi- 
"ion ; for there being as many more feet 
as men, it will follow that 'the feet will 
be finite, and not finite in number ; they 
will be finite, becauſe one finite, to wit, 
the whole finite multitude of men, and 
| the double of this finite, to wit , the 
| feet of theſe men, donot make one infj- 
aite ; Alſo they will.not be finite, be- 
cauſe the number of feet is greater than 
the whole finite multitude of men,which 
is ſuppoſed to be the greatet number of 

. all finite things. 
And it isno ſtrong Argument, to ſay, 
+ as Oviedo in his Natural Philoſophy, 
Controv. the 14th. Propof. 3. rages 
gth. There is never lo great a finite 
number, but a greater may be always 
given, 21: infinitum ; fo that one cannot 
cannot properly ſay, the greater of finite 
numbers : for though it be true inthings 
poſlible, that is. to ſay, that God may 
' produce and create ; ſeeing God haying 
_ reacted, for Example, a great number 
of men, may create and produce ſtill a 
7 T greater 


@ 


= 


7 " 26. 24 1 
io RA, SY 
# Tn 5 


- 4 " oe , x) . 4 : ial # Fu \ 
©, = "Ys ad , "00 *C 
0p" F >» Ha. 2 wt p * < . . > 3d » - _—_ = "+ wat TY 
o * Ya | p08 : + 3 'L k l l 4 
- o a . of # Eq » ' 
þ ©» at, », 
b | ” = 
. : —_ . vw % , 
* 
. z by 4 


-F 


= 
- 


- 
- _ Po 


oT number, and always, a greater ; 
but alſo always finite 7 zufnitum ; ne- 
vertheleſs in things actually exiſting, or 
having actually exiſted, as the Queſtion 
is rfow, it is certain that there is a finite 
number, which is the greateſt of all fi- 
nite numbers ; and' it 1s falſe thatin a 
multitude aQually preſentvr paſt,thereis 
no number finite, but wall always admit 
of a greater number, and always greater, 
7n infinitum; ſeeing it there werealways 
a greater-, and, always a greater finite 
number, 1t would follow that the actu- 
al finite number. could never be told , 
and conſequently ſhould be infinite ; 
ive, that which is finite only cannot be 
£old, | 

Further, All men which have been in 
time paſt are not diſtant onefrom another, 
with an infinite diſtance of time,elſe my 
Father and I ſhould be infinitely diſtant . 
one from another ; therefore all men 
muſt be diſtant one from another, with 
a finite diſtance, and-conſequently muſt 
have laſted but a finite time, and muſt 
have made up but a finite multitude, or 
ſome muſt be diſtant with a finite di- 
ſtance, and others with an infinite di- 
ſtance'; in which caſe thoſe that are di- 
ſtant with a finite diſtance only, taken 
together, will have laſted but a finite ne, 
| an 
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and will make up bur a finite multitude, 


and will make up the whole multitude 
” fmite,1o that there will be no greater mul- 
eons I have ſhewedalready.Andit ſig- 
-— mifies bur little; to ſay with Ovzedo in the 
.above-cite4 place , that all theſe things 
_ are true of a finite number, when it is 
determined and ſpecified; as for Exam- 
ple, of the number of an hundred thou- 
fand, or an hundred thouſand millions, 
or a thouſand times an hundred thouſand 
milhons, Sc. but are not true'ok a finite 
+ number uncertain , undetermined, and 
not ſpecified ; for in thoſe things which 
actually exiſt, or have actually exiſted, as 
the Queſtion is at preſent, the number is 
always certain and determined ; andif it 
be uncertain and undetermined,itis not in 
it ſelf, but in reſpe& of our ſelves who 
cannot determine it, becauſe it. is too 
oreat. 

To this you may add this conſiderati- 
6n, That that whichis Eternal and with- 
out Beginning ,. is not after another ; 
there being nothing betore that which 1s 
Eternal : Now the Sons have been after 
the Fathers, Death after Life , Old Age 
after Young Age , Young Age after In- 
fancy, Infancy after Birth,and Birth after 
Conception : Therefore Sons, Dead Men, 


Old Men, Young Men, Children ; all Men 
E 4 Born 
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_ '$.\Now I ; oat anſwer atlarge thethree 
Objedtion;mentioned in the third Anſwer 
of Atheiſts, by which they pretend to 
, not qnely that there'is an infinice, 
bur: t that an infinife is 4rd than ano- 
; for at firſt ſight they appear fo 

ftro that they muſt needs: be exa- 
min narrowly , to take away the of. 
fence they migh t otherwiſe give to the 
wea 

The: firſt ObjeQion drawn from the in- 
finiteneſs of the Oriental and Occidental 
Ipace cannot be well reſolved , until we 
\ have firſt taken a view, and attained to 
ſome knowledge of the efſenceof place 
or ſpace : Therefore I ſhall ſhew firſt of 
all, "what the ſpace is not , and what it 
IS, then I ſhall anſwer the obje@ion. 

For the firſt;/I ſay , That the place or 
ſpace muſt of all neceſſity be ſomething 
or nothing at-all: Now one cannot truly 
ſay-that the ſpace is nothing at all, or a 
meer nothing ; therefore it muſt be ſome- 


thing. That the ſpace is not a-meer no- 
thing , appears, becauſe a meer nothing 


15 capable of nothing , and can do no- 


thing; becauſe a meer nothing and an in- 
f oflibility do not differ : Now the ſpace 
IS capable of ſomething and can do ſome- 
; fs thung ; ; 
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"Bodes , and truly Noh receptacle of 
all Bodies ; fince that all Bodies occupy 
Tomi ſpace: therefore the" ſpace is not a 
© meer fothing. Moreover,  Betwixt two 
nothings there 1s no difference ; but the 
_ and that which is between two Bo- 
"dies, touching one! another , do differ 
"greatly : therefore the ſpace and; that 
which is between two Bodies touching 
one another, are not two nothings ; tg 
ſince that which is between two . Bodies 
touching one another, 1s a meer nothing ; 
the ſpace ought neceſſarily not to be a 
meer nothing: Now that the ſpace and 
that which is between two Bodies rouch- 
ing one another, do greatly differ , ap- 
pears , becauſe a Body cannot be put be- 
tween two Bodtes touching one another , 
but a Body may be put in the ſpace; 
Having ſhewed that the ſpace is not 

a meer nothing, but that it is ſome- 
thing; it muſt neceſſarily be ſomething 
real, or ſomething fained and imaginary ; 
but the ſpace is not ſomething tained and 
forged by humane wit , ſeeing that the | 
ſpace hath exiſted , and hath been occu- 
pied by the Heayens , the Earth, the 
Sea , before ever Man was; ſo far it is 
from being fained and forged by Humane 
Wit; and all Bodies cc-upy a ſpace, 
art though 


5 (HW es 
" ye + - , & af . _ 6 k \ 

« 2 > HE TVS © + . 

ry 35 ity +3 "35. + ath * vo vt 


WOE Cs 7 £200 +4, 

Kh Wo : Therefore the ſpace is ſomething 
_ "Again ,,, Every-real being is either a 
ſubſtance or an accident; becauſe every 
real being 1s either inherent to ſome ſub- 
ze&., and depending of the fame, that 

1s to-ſfay, ſotied.and faſtened to the ſub- 

je& , that it-cannot be without it , and 

2 fo is an accident, or is not inherent, and 
tryed to ſome ſubject, and depending on 
the ſame, but. may exiſt alone, and fo 
is a ſubſtance : But- the ſpace is not 1in- 
herent and tied to fome ſubjzet, and 
conſequently is not an accident : There- 
fore the ſpace. is a ſubſtance. That the 
ſpace is not inherent to ſome ſubject , 
for Example, to ſome Body ,. appears , 
becauſe that which is inherent and tied 
to the Body, - moves with the Body , or 
according to the motion of 'the Body : 
So the Colour of a Horſe moves according 
to the motion of the Horſe ; the Black- 
neſs of a Crow moves according, to the 
motion of the Crow ; and the Figure of 
a Man, moves according to the motion 
of a Man , &c. But the ſpace occupied 

bythe Body , deth not move with the 

: Bady ; oraccording to the motion of the 

| Body : Therefore the ſpace occupied by 

| the Body, is not inherent and tied to the 


Body. That 
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That the ſpace does not move accor- 
ding to the. motion of the Body,appears, 
"becauſe a' Body by its motion , leaves. 
-one place and takes another , 'and haying * 
-occupied one place, occupies another pre- 
ſently ; beſides if place or the” ſpace 
ſhould move according to the motion ' of 
the Body, it would follow - that a Bedy 
going from London to Oxford, ſhould 
not ſtir nor budge from its place, and 
would always bein the fame place ; ſee- 
ing the place or ſpace would alwayes ac- 
company him. Nay , Ar:ſtotte and all 
-other Philoſophers before and after him, 
did all confeſs that place or the ſpace 
was. altogether immoveable. And it is 
in vain to fay, that in the ſame time that 
a Body leaves the place or ſpace, it did 
occupie ; another Body ſucceeds, to which 
the ſpace is inherent and tied : for be- 
ſides that the general Maxime received 
of all , ſhould be deſtroyed : That an ac- 
cident never paſles from one ſubje& to 
another, and that it cannot be ſeparated 
from its ſubje& , but by periſhing ; it is 
evident that tie place or ſpace isno more 
inherent to the Body, than a Chamber to 
thoſe Men that are in it ; than the Ocean 
to Fiſhes, the Air to Birds, and the Fir- 
mament to the Stars ; all which not- 
withſtanding are ſubſtances : It 1s evi- 
| dent 
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- dent that the Bodies leave'places, and 
tend to places , andrhat place or ſpace 
3s indifferent to all ſorts of Bodies, and 

- neyerties it ſelf toaty, 
© Addhereto, rhat the place or ſpace 
was before the Body , and that if there 
had-not been a ſpace before the World , 
it would have been impoſſible to make 
the World; and if there were no ſpaces 
beyond the World, it ſhould be impoſli- 
ble to put a Body there : and therefore 
ſeeing the ſpace was before- the Body , 
one cannot ſay it is an accident of the 
Body ; for an accident is never before its 
fabjedt. If any one ſay that God created 
the ſpace with the World ; and if he 
would create ſome other Worlds, he WW. 
would alſo create other Spaces with W- 
them ; and that beyond the World-there © 
is no ſpace ; Agaialſt that I ſay that where I | 


i 

o 
4 

' 


there 1s nothing at all , one cannot cre- 
ate neither Body nor Space: For Exam- 
ple, Between two Bodies touching one 
another, there is nothing at all ; ſo that 
neither Body-nor ſpace can be created 
there : therefore , if beyond the World 
there is nothing at all, God cannot cre- 
ate there, neither Body nor Space ; 
and if before the Creation of the World, 
there was nothing at all wherethe World 
is, God coyld not have created there 

neithe! 
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xwixt two meer nothihgs there is no dif; 
DR: ft lf K 4 
ference j and we are to judge alike of 
things that do not differ-: 
the meer nothing that is between two 
Bodies touching one another, 'is capable 
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Space ; becauſe that be 
herefore if 


of nothing , and neither Body nor Space 
can be created there ; neither the meer 
nothing , that theſe Men ſay is be- 
yond the World , and: the meer no- 
thing , that they ſay was where the 
World 'is before the Creation of the 
ſame , will be capable of nothing, and 
one cannotcreate there neither Body nor 
Space. 

Moreover,God isnot in a meer nothing, 
and one cannot ſay, that God is where 
there is nothing at all ; for Example, God 
is not between two Bodies touching one 
the other totally , becauſe between ſuch 
Bodies there is nothing at all : But. God 
is beyond the World, and before the 
World, he was where the World is : 
Therefore one cannot ſay, that beyond 
the World there is nothing at all ; and 
that where the World is before the Crea- 
tion of the ſame, there was nothing at 
all ; ſo that there was ſomething, which 
can be noother than the ſpace. That God 
is beyond the World, and that before the 
Creation, he was where the World is; 


ap- 
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5; Seventy chil can —_ where 
it 25"not ; neither? by 1t. ſelf, nor by 
its virtue .and power : But God did 
a& where the:world is,' in creating the 
fame there\, and God can a& beyond 
the World , creating there other Bo- 
dies, and other Worlds : Therefore God 
rts:beyond the World, and before the 
World was where the World'i is, both by 
himſelf and by his power ; Seeing the 
Power of God is nothing elſe but God 
himſelf. -For God being moſt ſimple, all 
that is in'God, or can be conceived to be 
in God, oug ht necellarily to be God him- 
ſelf. And nts if God were only 
-in the World, he Mold be finite,as well 
as the W orld, and ſo ſhould not be God ; 
tor by the word, G O.D, Men have al. 
ways underſtood an infinite Being. 

\ Finally, »To ſpeak abſolutely , and 
without any reſpect to God's will to cre- 
ate but one world ; Ithink God may cre- 
ate another World, diſtant from this; in 
which caſe there would be an interval or 

ace between the two Worlds, in which 
ſpace God: thould be ,: elſe he would be 
di vided: from . himſelf , ſeeing; that he 
ſhould exiſt in the two Worlds, without 
exiſting, between both. 

Having proved that place or ſpace 1s 
not an Accident,it is calls to ſhew,that it 
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therefore it-is nota Superficies. Second- 
ly, The higher Heaven occupies a place 
and a ſpace,and the World is neceffarilyin 
one place, andoceuptes and fills neceſſarily 
ſome ſpace, and yer the World and the 
higher Heavens are compaſled with no 
Superficies nor any other Body. 

hirdly, The Superficies or Surface of 
that Body that compaſles another, is im- 
moveable, as it may be ſeen in a Tower, 
agitated with great Winds, in a Tree in 
the midſt of a River , &c. But place or 
ſpace is wholly immoveable, as I have 
proved already ;/ which may be confirm- 
ed thans : If place were an external Su- 
perficies , it would follow, that a Body 
that ſtirs not, yet ſhould move, and that 
a Body that moves, ſhould not ſtir from 
its place : That it-would follow, that a 
Body that ſtirs not, yet ſhould move lo- 
cally, appears ; becauſe a Tower, a Ca- 
ſtle that ſtirs not, changes its external 
Superficies when it 1s agitated with great 
winds ; and a Tree, that is in the midſt 
of a River, without budging, changes its 
external 
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"not the Superficies, or Surface of ſuch- 
=a Body as compaſles another. Firſt; Be- 
-*catiſe *according to the cotnmon opinion 
-of Philoſophers, the Superficies is an Ac 
*cldent : But we have ſufficiently proved, 
that place or ſpace is not an Accident ; 
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al her abſurd : Fhat 
it would follow alſo, that a Body which 
nas _ it wr locally, ſhould not 
dge out of its place, appears, becauſe 
a Body - which _ | Mele locally , 
may retain the Superficies of the Body 
that compaſleth it,and conſequently'may 
retain its very Pare but that which is 
in one and the fa 
at all our of it. 


Fourthly, It is certain that by local 


motion , one leaves: one place, and 
pailes unto another, ſince, a local mo- 
tioh, is nothing elſe, but a motion to- 
wards another place * now by the local 
motion, a Body do's not acolluile leave 
2 Superficies, and neceſſarily acquire ano- 
ther ; for Example, If God ſhould move 
a Body beyond the World , in the inani- 
ty, or in an empty place, that he ſhould 
have made, that Body ſhould not be'com- 
palled with any Superficies : Therefore, 


the Superficies of a Body that compaſles 


another, is not a true place to ſpeak 


Finally, 
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me place, do's not budge 


The 42 of «Indy 
SF kin dot qu uy, ay a Py. 
= HE fry 0 tt Body, or: t 

adhere ore. ſince a Body. pigs i lh 
© the quantity and conſequently. the. Su- : 
Hicies alfo, muſt be ina place, and'not -j 
$13 ſelf ;, elſe place ſhould bein ano- 14 
r place, and thus: other place in ano- 
er place, in infinzrum; which is abſurd. 
ey being not able to obtund the edge. 
Td force of theſe Arguments, their re- 
Fuge is to ſay , that place: is not ſimply 
the Superficies of a Body that compalles 
* I another; but thar it is ſuch a Superficies, 
; AS 1S joyned with order and relation to 
> | certain fixed Points of the World, as are 

the Center of the World, and the Four 

1 El Cardinal Points of it ,..to wit, the Eaſt, [ 
+ Wl and the Welt, the North, and the South 
A for the Suz eriidies retaining the ſaid ors 
>- | derand 27 Bea to theſe fixed Points, 1s 
zl  faid to be immoveable:;and by this means 
e | they pretend to explain,the manner in 
> || the which a Body changes place, to wit, 
7e whether it draws near to, or leaves, that 
i- I is to ſay; departs from theſe fixed Points 
1d of the World : ForExample, If a Body WI. 
mn- | aſcends, they ſay. it moves, becauſe it q)| | 
re, | departs from the Center of the World ; | 
ſes: Y tit deſcends, it moves ;' becaule it draws 
ak | nAcar to the Center of the World, whick 
| F iy 


hacks Ay y, firſt, That 
wn LOgRk Thoold not. Rep nor yok 
frotm'tts hace, would nevertheleſs change 
| lice; for if God ſhould move the Hea- 
yens: with a'diret' Motion , the Farth 
wndining imtnoveable, itwould follow 
-that'the atth which A6ald not move n 
would change the Order and Relation 
(according” to'theſe Mens 'Doarine) . it 
hath'to'thoſe fixed Points of the World, 
ant ſhould 'be. cirher nearer of farther 
front them. ; Seeing theſe fixgdPoints be- 
ing in the Heavens, ſhonfd move with 
the ' Heavens': and therefore if place 
ſhould confift and reſide in ſuch a rela- 
tion to the fixed Points of the World, 
the"Earth having no more the ſaid rela- 
tion, fhouldhave the ſaid place no more; 
and conſequently would change place , 
without budging and ſtirring from the 
ſame place, and without moving locally ; 
all which is abſurd. 

Secondly , It would follow that a Body 

— 'move' locally, without ever chang- 
ing place; for if God ſhould move locally 
the whole World, with a dire& motion, 
and. that all the parts of the World ſhould 
! remain 
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willow that” the Earth ſhould move loeal- 
7; with thewhole World , and yet re- 
. tain the ſamne order and relation it hath, 
* to.the fixed Points of rhe World ; and: 
- theteforc if place: ſhould reſide and con- 
Abit fuck arelation , the Earth retain- 
ing the ſame refation ', ſhould alſo retain 
| the ſame place; and conſequently would 
Hot change place in moving locally ; all 
_ which is umpoſſible;, 
# Fhirdly, If God ſhould reduce or bring; 
back all. things t6 nothing , one. ſtone 
excepted ,. it 1s'certain this ttone ſhould 
exiſt in a place, and occupy a ſpace; 
and yet it would have neither ordernor 
relation, to theſe fixed Points of, the 
World , ſeeing there would' be none, 
and conſequently place and ſpace, do not 
conſiſt in'a certain order or relation , to 
"the fixed Points of the World, ſeeing 
that place and' ſpace may be without 
them. "a | 
Finally, This ſuperficies and relation 
tothe fixed Points of the World, accor- 
dingto the opinion of Atheiſts, ian ac- 
cident :' but I have fully proved above, 
that place or ſpace is not an accident : 
from all which it do appear, that place 
or ſpace being not an accident, it muſbne- 
ce{frily be a ſubſtance : Now all Sub-' 
F z ſtarice' 
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\ or Uncorportl, \Iatis, © 
or a Spirit -; Seeing then . that. 
ſpace is'not a' Body , - it dr neceſlarily 
be a NIE: That place or/ſpace:is'not a 
Body: appears; becauſe.!a Body 1 is;.4m- 
penetrable with another/Body ; but the 
place or ſpace ispenetrable, wich all ſorts 
of Bodies : Moreover; Every Body \may 
move, for moveablenels'is f he property 
of the Body;;:but-the place or ſpace is 
immoveable. ,-:as I have proved already. 
In.one word; Every Body: is in 'a place, 
and occupies a ſpace :”- but-place 1s not in 
a'place, elſe there would be progreſſus i: 
zufinitum ,: and a ſpace doth not occupy 
another place by the ſame reaſon ; there+ 
fore place or ſpace is not a Body. Since 
that place or.ſpace , is. not anaccident , 
but-a ſubſtance, and that 'tis not a Body 
as.Þhave proved juſt now ,-it muſt ne- 
celarily, be a Spirit : Now every Spirit 
iseither Humane , or Angelical, or Dt- 
vine; that is to ſay , 1t 1s either a reaſon- 
able Soul, or an Angel,or a God. There- 
_ fore place or ſpace being a Spirit ,; muſt 
be one of the'three : But 1t 1s cafie-to 
ſhew; that place or. ſpace, is neither a 
reaſonable Soul nor an Angel; becauſe 


reaſonable Souls and Angels are in ſome 
fort 
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| be mvinble; Re thet ns fo fomerimes | 
an a2 place, and ONS. another; 


2 bat the-ſpace vis wholly 'immoveable. 

'M oreover,,. 'Souls and Angels are finite;, 

= and are onely in the World ;. but Space 

38 infinite ,- andis beyond the World; as 
*T have proved above. / |. 

Befides , There being never a drop of 
| the Ocean, never SER pareel of the - 
Air ,. Fire, or Earth , but it doth occu- 

"Py a place : And there being never 89 
ft of the World, let it be never fo 
ſmall, but it does occupy a ſpace, it 
would follow , that there would be ne- 
ver a bit of San, nevere Drop of the 
Ocean , never a Leaf of a: Tree, never 
" fo ſmall a parcel of the Air, an4 Earrh, 
but therein would be a ceaſonable Soub, 
or an. Angel, and all the World would 
be filled, with Angels or reaſonable Souls, 
which is altogether abſurd. Upon this 
ground , ſome conclude that place or 
ipace 1s nothing: elſe but the Immen/ity 
and Infiniteneſs of GOD, and conſe- 
quently GOD Himſelf; and fo pro- 
ceed to anſwer the Arguments of Athe- 
*  ifſts drawn from the infiniteneſs of the 
Oriental and Occidental Space: thus : 
One muſt argue and diſcourſe of the 
Immenfity of God in reſpe& to Bodies, 
as of his Eternity, in reſpect to Times 
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with and after 
= y- COME We I 6 that the 
ternity., which ore time, and 
that which is with time, the Eternity 
; brane het the time of Adam, of Ne- 
ab; arid. of Jeſus Chriſt, and that which 
is in this preſent time, are not many E- 
ternities, nor many.,parts of Fternity, 
but one and rhe ſame Eternity of God, 
| Inks is as the receptacle: ofall Ages and 
imes; So that the Age of Adam, the 
Age. of Noah, the Age of Jeſys Chriſt, 
- and all other- Ages and Times whatſoe- 
ver, are in the ſame Eternity, and do not 
d ffer i 1n duration, in reſpect to Eternity, 
which remaining always immutable, cor. 
reſponds to all things and to all Ages ; 
| butthey-do differ in themſelves, in that 
Times and Ages being neceflarily and el- 
ſentially Succeſſive, cannot be together , 

So Immenſity, whith is the Divinity 1t 
ſelf being alſo indivifible .and without 
parts, remains always the ſame, before 
the Bodies. with 'the Bodies, and after 
the Bodies, if they ſhould hap n to be 
deſtroyed ; $0 that the wth x ty which 
is beyond the World, and that which is 


Where the World 1 Is 3 the Immentfity 
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And  hoagh Philoſophers/for themoſt; 
) do attribute to the Eternity, and Ims 
iro of God, Virtual Parts, and a Virz 
tual Extenſion, as well to diſtinguiſh the 


Ecernity from the moment of time; an 


the Immenſity from'the indifiſible* Point, 
as becauſe ghey hold the frailty of hus 
mane Spirit to be ſo great , that it can- 
not. conceive ſo long a duration as Etere 
nity is, nor ſo long a 2 ſpace as [mmenſity 
is, without parts and extenſion : Never 
theleſs it is moſt certain,that God knows 
all things as they are, and he that knows 
perfetly his Eternity and Immenſity, 
concelves them without parts and extent» 
hon ; and yet he knows Eternity diſtant 
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it is to_no purpo! 'to fay,Thar by 

rhe Virtual Parts, Philoſophers meant 
5 but paly ſomewhat.equi- 
- parts: So that Fternity 
valent | to the actual 


Phe e og ag to the _ ies or 
. partsof the Bodies, which are in the Im- 
menſity :' For, as it'cannot be truly ſaid, 
that a Rock ſtanding i in the midſt of a Ri- 
ver, hath ſo many virtual parts, as there 
are/ aQual parts of waters,-.that run' and 
beat i it, "whileſt the Rock ſtands and re- 
mains always the. ſame, in its firmneſs 
and unmoveableneſs : Soit cannor be tru- 
Fad, that the Eternity of God, hath 
o.many virwal parts, as there areac - 
parts, which run and as it were fli 
way ,.-Whileſt Eternity rerffhins leays 
the ſame in its Immutability : neither 
can it be faid that the Immenſity of God 
hath ſo many Virtual parts, as there arc 
aCtual parts of the Bodies, that arein 
this Immenſity. 
- {tis fafer tnen to call things by their 
own game , and not give them that, 
which they have not ; and therefore parts | 
- Zppuſt not be attributed to the/Eternity 
—_ and 
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h: ave none : +but one muſt ſay 
the Eternity of God, betbe Wd 
and without parts,was necetarily be 
time, and is now with time, and ſha 
'ever be the ſame, with or without time, 
"So" that the whole ſingle Etetnity corte- 
/- M4 to all times; and that the Immen- 
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fity: of. God, being alſo indiviſible and - l, 
without parts, was neceſſarily before the & $0 
Bodies, and is now with the Bodies, and (z'd 


Thall ever be the ſame with 'or without 
Bodies; fo that thewhole ſingle Ihmen- 


| ſity,correſponds to all the parts of all the 

| Bodies, that are in this Immenſity. 

- They do not abſolutely deny, That 

S humane Spirit, becaule of its great weak- ; 
- neſs, in ſohigh myſteries,cannot conceive | 
1 the Eternity and Immenſity of God,with- © | 
I out attributing to them ſomewhat equi- 

p valent tothe aQual parts of Times and 

s Bodies : That it cannot conceive the du- 

Jy ration of GoJ,fince ſix thouſand years and 

d very near that the World laſterh ,without 

(+ attributing to theſame ſomewhat equiva- 

n lent, to the ſix thouſand years ; and that 


it cannot conceive the Divinity co-exi- 
1r ſtent with all the Bodies of the World, 
t, without attributing to the ſame ſome- 
ts what equivalent to the actual extenſion 
ry of all Bodies, 


If 


another World, which would not touch 
this, they think that the SpA of Man, 
cannot conceive the interval, that would 
be between the two Worlds, without con- 
ceiving ſome corporal extenſion, or ſome- 
what equiyalent to this extenſion. . But 
they think alſo, that God conceiving the 
duration or interval, that ſhould be be- 
tween the two Worlds, would conceive 
them otherwiſe, without ſpace of time 
or corporal extenſion, And that if any 
will attribute to the Eternity and Im- 
menſity of God, ſome virtual parts, that 
is.to fay, equivalent and correſpondent 
to the aCtual parts of Times and Podies ; 
They ſay, that the ſame is ſo far from 
blunting the edge and force of their Ar- 
guments, that 1t favours them greatly, 
as will appear anon. 

And ſo anſwering the Obje@ion pre- 
ciſely, they ſay, That the Oriental ſpace, 
.and the Occidental ſpace, are nothing 
elſe, than Oriental Immenſity, and the 
G1 Qc- 
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A » rie It ex Ummenſiry, and the Qccicidental 
: me really and /in themſelves, 
2 two Immenſities, nor two DUE 

the 


but are really, one a 


Occidental, only in teſpe& tothe 
ons! and Occidental Bodies, that are 
be in this Immenſity.' So the O» 
a] ace, and the Oceidental ſpace, 


are on really and in themſelves two dif- 


ferent things , but one and the ſame 
thing, whuch 1s called Oriental ſpace, 
ccidental ſpace, in' reſpe& to the 
Oriental and Occidental Bodies, that are 
or may bein the ſame. 
Moreover, as Immenſity, though Infi- 
Nite , Is Indiviſible, and without Parts, 
as the ny from which it it isnot di 


Kin. Sy face being nothing than the 


Immenſity of God, though it be infinite, 
alſo In iviſible «nd without Parts. 
Finally, Even as 2 man, and a rational 


Agimal, are not greater , and have no 


More parts than man alone ; becauſe a 
man and a rational | Animal are one and 
the ſame thing : So the Oriental and Oc- 
cidental Immenſity , or the Oriental and 
Occidental Space, are not greater, and 
have no more parts, than. the Oriental 
Immenſity alone, or the Qriental Space 
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- fans Immeaſity, which. is called Orien» 
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\ Imment *tne ental 
- and Occidental nM are: (ne: and the 

| fame thing, | 
"8 And if one will allow, or ſuppoſe ſome 
virtual parts 'in the Eternity and Tmmen- 
ſity of God, and: fays that the Eternity 
and Immenſity of God have ſome virtual 
 Replications, according to the multitudes 
of Times and Bodics to the which the 
"Eternity and Immenſity of God corre- 
Ipond. They fay, her as the Ape of 
Adam was in a part or virtual Replica- 
tion of Eternity, and” the Age of Noah 
inanother : . So Heaven is in ohne part, 
or virtual Replication of Immenſity, and 
the Earth in another; and that we are 
thus to argue of other Times and Bo- 
dies. 
_ Andif any fay, That all things pro- 
unded hitherto, are'incomprehenſible, 
and altogether incredible : They anſwer, 
ThatGod dwelling inan Inacceſſible Light, 
one muſt not wonder, if Incomprehenſ- 
bility is one of. his Properties-and Attri- 
butes ; And ſeeing the Eternity and Im- 
menſity of God are nothing elſe than God 
himſelf, one muſt not think it ſtrange, 
that they are incomprehenſible, and can- 
not be perfectly conceived by humane 
Spirit. Therefore (fay they) all things 
pro- 
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*propound at hier concerning t 
"tern _ + Docw or Im) enſity of God: 
WT WE arantnge, th ible. ; but they 
VS ave- this advantage, that they are not 
contradi@dry : whereas all other ways 
Afguin offering we Eternity, SPace, 
[fe ty, ſeem to involve many ab- 
ſurdities dl contradictions, alleadged in 
this Tra&. For my part, I think this 
Anſwer ought to fatisfie any one that is 
not contentious ; but becauſe it is not 
common, and may be accuſed of Novel- 
and indeed is notwithout difficulty, 
| in to the Judgment of my Betters 

; MW and Superiours. | 
| But if this Anſwer does not ſatisfie,one 
muſt ſay, That fpace or the place of Bo- 
dies is the Eternal, without action, and- 


which is neither Body or Spirit, nor Ac- 
cident, nor aqive Subſtance. ; but only 


Bodies, and which' having them, is al- 
ways infinitely beyond them. And yet 
this. Inanity muſt neceſlarily be ſuppoſed 
without parts really different ; Elſe the 
Objection of our Adverſaries will remain 
in its fullforce : for the Oriental and Oc- 
cidental 12anity being infinite and great- 
& IN er than the ſole Oriental Inanzty, it 
3 | would follow, that an infinite ſhould be 
greater 
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infinite Inanity of Ancient Philoſophers, 


ſuch a thing as is capable to receive alf 
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dmittance amongſt ſober,. judicious , 
6 Fry pO Ds to the firſt At 
ve 0 r a m in nit, 
yet Gris be to Fry oe 240 and 
cenſure of thoſe that ave attained to a 
knowledge of theſe matters. 


from the pretended infiniteneſs of the 

cis, both of Men and Angels , for 

the, rhe to'come may be reſolved two 
_ ways: 

« _ Firſt, In ſaying that God will give 
to every Man , and to every Angel in 
patticular, onie onely light and bright- 
neſs of Glory , by which he ſhall potleſs 
and enjoy Gol f 
quently that every Ma! and every An- 
gel, ſhall have but one onely thought, 
by which he ſhall be faſtened as it were, 
upon God Eternally : Therefore ſeeing 
that all Men and all Angels will bein 
number finite; ſo the thoughts of Men 

 and-Angels will be in number finite. 
Secondly , Since I think that the 
thoughts , or the repetition of the ſame 
thoughts, ſhall always be divers in num- 
ber ; 1 anſwer that the thoughts of Men 


and Angels for the time to come , roo 
- 


nother ; via is er 
decal hardly pleaſe," "and receive 


10, Their feng Obje&ion , drawn 


Eternally ; . and conſe- | 
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increaſe alwayes, and pi ly. 
be in greater number , as Crave mm 
nite number: And though to every Day, 
"to, every Moneth, to every Year : to 
"every Age, and to every Time whatſo- 
tver in particular, this finite number of 
"Thoughts be definite and determined, 
fo that God may. aflign and determine 
the number of. the Thoughts of Men 
and Angels , which have been in time 
oh to that Day , that Moneth, that 
ear, that Age, and that time incluſive- 
ly: nevertheleſsif one ſpeaks indefinite» 
ly, without ſpecifying, neither Day , 
nor Moneth, nor Year , nor Age, nor 
any other Time 1n particular ,, but asks 
fimply,in what number will the Thoughts 
of Men and Angels be for the time to 
come ? No other anſwer can be given',: 
but that the number of their Thoughts, 
ſhall be finite to the infinite, or that their 
numbergis Gnite indefinitely, and un- 
deterinifiedly ; for, becauſe of the per- 
petuity of Thoughts one cannot aſſign 
or det@ynine a certain number , beyond 
which oneſhall have no more Thoughts. 
Arg if ps further, The 
Colleftion of all the Thoughts which 
ſhall be for the time to come, ſuppoſed: 


they 


A 44 q 
6 _- bY 
# Fs 
i» 24+ 


& % ts 


ire never an end, whit nuttber 
ar ? T anſwer, That CoUpccn 1 is 
| impoſſible, Ted coriſe ently'a meer no- 
: becauſe. all futare "Theughts, 
taken diſtfibutivel ly, are'future, | but not 
_ taken colledively, ſecing they ſhall ne- 
ver be collected and athered) and' that 
there will be {till ſome rocome to pals ; 
#nd conſequently to be colleted and ga- 
thered : One may alſo demand whether 
the number of the "future Thoughts of 
Men and*Angefs.,; which God knows is 
finite 6r infinite ? To which I anſwer, 
That God knows Things as they are in 
themſelves , and that he knows future 
Things no otherwiſe then they ſhall be 
in themſelves ;- for the knowledge of 
Gol is alwayes 1 true, and conſequently 
alwayes conformable tothe thingsknown. 
Therefore : ſeeing that the Thoughts of 
Men and Angels , ſhall always be finite 
to the infinite, and that their' number 
ſhall always be finite indefinitely ; it is 
evident that God knows them no other- 
wiſe, thenas finite to the infinite, and 
that he knows certainly , that their num- 
ber is finite and indefinitely > Which will | © 
appear' more plainly in our Anſwer to Þ 
the third ObjeQion. 
11.”Their third ObjeQion drawn from || « 
the Jrorengul infiniteneſs of Men and | Þ 
E1ofis 
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Lions poſſible), that is ro fay ,, that God 

Wa) IR pat creat grey be refolved | (3 
'the ſame way as the firſt ; 


at Men and Lions "olfile are Fri 


-the infinite, and that the number of them 


FS... 


# finite, not definitely and determined- 


ly, ſo that'one may aſlign a certain num- 
- ber, beyond which none will be poffible; 
-but is infinite indefinitely , becauſe there 
1s never ſo great a ammber of Men and 
.Lidns, but God may produce and create 
@ greater, and always a greater, and ittll 
'@ greater , but notwithſtanding always 
finite. If it bs objected that the Col- 
Jedion of all Men poſlible, comprehends 


an infinitenumber : I anſwer, That ſuch 


a Collection is impoſſible, and conſe- 


quently a meer nothing ; becauſe all 
Men taken diſtributively',, are indeed 
ſible, but taken colleqively are a 
meer impoſſible, and conſequently a meer 
nothing ; becauſe God can never produce 
ſo great a number of Men , but he may 
always produce a greater, and agreater 
again; ſo that it is impoſſible that God 
may not always produce ſome Men ; and 
conſequently the Coll efion of all Men 
poſſible is impoſlible,and a meer nothing, 
If it be farther objected, That there are 
as many Men poſlible, as God knows are 
poflible ; and that God knows a number 
G infinite 
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IRE ins a 2 
infinite of poſſible ; 'ſecing that if he 
Thould know onely a. finite number of 


' Men', he ſhould ſee the laſt Man poſlible, 


and ſhould know hecould not create any 
more. ,: and ſhould ee the end of his 
Power, and conſequently his Power 
ſhould be finite : I Anſwer , That the 
number of Men poſſible, that God knows, 
15 not infinite , 'nor alſo finite definitely 
and determinedly :' So'that one: may al- 
fign and determine a certain number, be- 
yond which God knows no more ; for 
there 1s never ſo great a number but God 


- may;ſfee and know a greater , and always 


'a greater , and ſtill a greater , but not- 
withſtanding always finite ; becauſe 
God knows. things no otherwiſe than 
they are in themſelves: And therefore 
ſeeing that Men poſſible are in number 
finite indefinitely ; God alſo knows cer- 
tainly , that the number of Men poſſible 
is finite indefinitely, and from thence it 
doth not follow , that the power of God 
is finite and limited in it ſelf, or that he 
ſees the end of his power, ſince he may 
always produce and create other Men , 
though always in a finite number ; but 
at the moſt it may be ſaid to be finite, 
in reſpect to its objects, or its effects, 
which cannot be but finite ; as the know- 


ledge God hath of this World , though 
infinite 
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"ofnite in ir ſelf ; becauſe it is not di 
ftinctfrom the Divinity , may'be faid to 
=be finite, in reſpet to its objzeats, to 
wit, the World that is finite. 


And now 1 will conclude this Chap: 
| the Reader to take no- 
tice that when I have ſpoken of the E- 
ternity of God , of his Immenfity, of his 
Power , and of his Knowledge, he muſt 
not imagine, nor conceive, that I put or 
ſuppoſe, divers things , of divers qua- 
lities in God ; but he muſt believe with: 
me, that there is one and the ſame _ 


"thing, to wit, one and rhe ſame Divi- 
' nity, to which divers names are given 


and attributed , according to the divers 
reſpeds,to which it is conſidered. For the 
ſame Divinity, in as much as it contiins 
all Ages, and correſponds to every one 
of them , and is infinitely before them, 
is called Eternity : Seeing that it is the 
receptacle of all Bodies , correſponds to 
every one of them, and is infinitely be- 
yond all the Creatures of the World, is 
called Immenſity ; as it gives being to 
every thing, and protects and preſerves 
them ; is called Omnzpotency ; as it pla- 
ces and diſpoſes them together, accor- 
ding to the dignity of each of them , is 
called Wiſdom: as it beſtows all forts of 
good things upon the Creatures, is called 

G Z Gooane([s 


| | (384). 
Goodneſs, And for as much it decrees , 
foreſees , and rules all the Events in the 
World, is called Providence. And thus 
muſt we' ſpeak of all his other Attri- 
butes. | 

The An fwer of Julius Stalrger, in 
his Exercitations againſt Cardanus, to 
Algazel his Argument , and which the 
African maintained to be moſt ſound and 
ſolid , hath been ſufficiently refuted, 
when I have proved that an infinite is not 
greater than-another ; neither material- 


*ly nor formally. 
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1. The fourth Auſwer of Atheiſts, ſay- 
ing , that from all Eternity there 
was a Chaos. 2. That the Heavens 
and the Elements did net by degrees 
d:ſint angle and reſolve themſelves from 
all Eternity. 2. That they did not 
remain a fimie time, to rveſofue or 
clear themſebves. 4. That they did 
not remain an infinite time, to clear 
and reſobve themſelves. 


A Digreſſion wherein the two firſt 
Verſes of the firſt Chapter of Ge- 
neſts are explained, and is ſhew- 

ed that there is no mention made of a 

Chaos , 


—_—_ ” 


-Chaos, and that they do not contain a 
\Propoſition of all thoſe things, God 
created in fix days , and that Light was 
not the firſt Creature. 

17. The fourth Anſwer of Atheiſts is , 

That the World hath not been from all 
Eternity in the ſtate it is now ; but that 
from all Eternity there was a Chaos; 

that is to ſay , that the Heavens, the 

Stars, the Elements, .and all other 

things, have been from all Eternity, 

[-melled and confuſed together ; and 
that having reſolved themſelves, they 
have framed and diſpoſed the World in 
the ſtate it is now ; that it was the opt- 
nion of Euripides, and divers Ancient 

Philoſophers ; as of D:odorns in the Firſt 

Book ot his Hiſtory. 


The Reply. 


' 2. Againſt this Objeftion or Anſwer, 
I ſay that if the Chaos, that is to ſay , 
the Heavens, the Stars, and the Ele- 
ments, pell-melled and confuſed toge- 
ther, had been from all Eternity , it 
would follow, that either by degrees 
they had reſolved themſelves from all 
Eternity , or that a time finite or infinite 
would have paſſed before they had res» 
ſalyed themſelves : But they did not res 
G 3 ſolye: 
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ſolve themſelves by degrees from all E. 
rernity , and a time finite or infinite did 
not-paſs , before they did reſolve them- 
ſelves.: Therefore they have not been 
confuſed from all Eternity, and conſe- 
quently the Chaos was not from all E- 
ternity.. 'The Minor or ſecond Propoſi- 
tion , - which is the onely one that may 
be queſtioned , is verified thus: 

Firſt, That the Heayens , the Stars , 
and the Elements , pell-melled toge- 
thar , did not by degrees reſolve and ſe- 
parate- themſelves from all Eternity , 
appears ; becauſe the ſeparation of cor- 
poral things, mixed together, is not 
made without the local motion of ſome 
of them : But nothing did move locally 
from all Eternity, as 1 have ſhewed in 
the firſt Chapter ; where I have proved 
that time and motion have not been 
from all Eternity. 

| Secondly, Thoſe things which did by 
degrees ſeparate themſelves trom others, 
from all Eternity by local motion, they 
have remained , - either a. finite time, 
to ſeparate themſelves, or an infinite 
time; if a finite time, it will follow, 
that betwixt the mixture , and the per- 
feft ſeparation, the difference and 1n- 
terval will be but a finite and limited 
time-; and conſequently that -_—_ 
T that 
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—thaf which is from all Eternity ; to wit, 
*the mixture and that which is not from 
all Eternity, to wit, the perfe&t ſepa- 
'ration , the difference will be bur a finite 
and limited time, which 1s impoſlible. 
'And. moreover, It would follow that a 
finite time , ſuch as theduration of thoſe 
things , ſince their perfe&t ſeparation , 
added to a finite , ſuch as is the time 
that palled in their ſeparation , would 
make up an infinite time, ſuch as is the 
pretended Eternity of the mixture; all 
which is againſt this true Maxime, that 
one finite added to another finite, does 
not make up an infinite. 

If they have remained an infinite time 
to ſeparate themſelves, it will follow 
that they will haverun, through an in- 
finite fpace in their ſeparation ; ſeein 
that a finite ſpace may be run chrouns 
in a finite time : and truly , ſince time 
1s the meaſure or duration of motion , 
it will follow , that if time be infinite, 
the motion will be alſo infinite ; and if 
the motion is infinite , the place or ſpace 
wherein things did move, will be infinite, 
either really or equivalently, But they 
have not run through an infinite ſpace , 
either really or equivalently ; elſe they 
would have run througha ſpace, an hun- 
dred thouſand millions of thouſands of 
G 4 times » 
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Lites, and a 2 thouſand millions 
of times greater think this World, really 
or equivalently ; which is abſurd. And 
befides , It would follow that an infinite, 
oo be greater than another ; ſeeing 
fpace that they would have run 
hrough until their perfe&t. ſeparation, 
= at 'which they would have run 
through ſince their perfe& ſeparation , 
uld be greater than the ſole ſpace , 
they ſhould have run through until their 
ſeparation: For a farther confirmation, 
look back upon the firft Chapter, where- 
in I have proved that time and motion 
cannot be infinite. 
©. 3. Secondly, That the Heavens, the 
Stars , and <& Elements, have not re- 
mained a finite time, before they have re- 
folved and ſeparated themſelves ; ap- 
panry' wile tp it would follow , that 
etwixt the mixture, and the beginning 
of their ſeparation , the difference would 
be but of a finite time ; and conſequent- 
ly that betwixt that which is from all 


» Eternity, as their pretended mixture ; 
and that which is not from all Eternity , 


as their ſeparation, or the beginning 
thereof , the difference would be but of 
ſome limited time; and there would be 
wanting but a finite and limited time , 
leſt that their ſeparation , which had a 
Beginning, 
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one Anite added to the other finite + 


"ſhould make. up an infinite, which is 


24. Thirdly , That the Heavens , thg 
Stars, and the Elements , have not re- 
- mained an infinite time before they: 
have reſolved and ſeparated themſelve 
appears, becauſe it isa Maxime mm 
all,  that-Idew qua Idem, ſemper 
cit Idem , at leaſt when 'tis not a tree, 

and intellequal Agent. Therefore , If 

the Heavens , oe Stars, and the Ele 
ments, have been confuſed and pell-mel> 
led together , during an infinite tune, 
or during Eternity ; how came it to 
paſs that they have reſolved and difin- 
tricated themſelves at laſt ? certainly it 
cannot be of themſelves, having re- 
| mained in the ſame cafe and condition, 
above an hundred thouſand millions of 
thouſands of years ; and if another has 
thus ſeparated them (as it is moſt true ) 
it cannot be ought elſe but God. 

5. It will not be out of purpoſe to add 
to this Reply, The true ſenſe of the 
two firſt verſes of the firſt Chapter of 
Gene/is, which are conceived in theſe 
words : In the beginning God created the 
Heaven and the Earth; and the Earth 
was wathout form and void, and dark- 
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neſs was upon the face of the Deep ;' and 
the pris od moved upon the face of 
Se Waters, 27G 

Becauſe, out of theſe words ſome 
Chriſtians have imagined a Chaos, 1ay- 
ing, That God created firſt a Chaos, 
that is $0 fay , the Heavens and the Ele- 
ments mixed confuſedly together; and 
afterwards in {ix days did drawall Crea- 
tures out-of the ſame; and others in 
greater number ,' ſay, that in the two 
alleadged verſes , Moſes makes a general 
Propoſition of all things created, in 
theſe two words, Heaven and Earth ; 
and that in the following - verſes, he 
ſpecifies the Creatures ' as God created 
them every day. 

Againſt that I fay, That the true 
ſenſe of the words of Moſes , is, that in 
the beginning of the firſt Day, which was 
the beginning of the firſt Evening, and 
the beginning of Time , God created 
the Imperial Heaven , which ſhould be 
the Manſion and Dwelling Place of God 
and the Bleſſed ; the Earth which ſhould 
be the reſidence of Men during this mo- 
mentary lite, and the Waters which did 
then cover the whole face of the Earth. 
The chief reaſons of my Afertions are 
theſe : | 
Furſt, It is certain that the firſt wy” 
| O 


£58 | ( 91 ) TEES | 
4 | of the Creation , - as well as the five 6 
/ | thers, is divided in Evening and Morn-' 

"1ng , and that the Evening is put before 
© | the Morning : For Moſes faith, Andthe 
F Evening and the Morning were the firff 

Day; and from thence it is that the 
- Jews ever began their Natural Day , 
d with the Evening. From which Con- 


" fideration I frame theſe two Argu- 
n ments : | 
y That which is part of the part, is 


l alſo part of the whole : For Example, 
n WF The Finger which it part of the Hand , 
; is alſo part of- the Arm, and of the whole 
C Body ; but the Evening is part. of the 
d Day , which is alſo part of Time : 

Therefore the Evening is alſo part of 


Ee Time ; | and ſo when the Evening was, 
_ Time was alſo , or began to be. From 
94 this Argument I frame another thus : 
d Time never was without ſome Corporal 
d Creatures ; ſeeing that Time is the dura» 
© tion of Corporal Things , or of their 


d Motion ; but in the Evening of the firſt 
d Day, Time was or began to be ; for 
- the Evening , being part of the Natural 
d Day, is alſo part of Time : Therefore 
, in the Evening of the firſt Day, there 
bs were ſome Corporal Creatures : Now 
what other Corporal Creatures were in 
the Evening of the firſt Day , but the 
Heaven, 
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ven, the Earth, and the Waters , 
ercof mention 1s made. in theſe two 
irſt verſes of the firſt Chapter of Gene/7s. 
Wheretore it appears evidently that in 
theſe. words, bs the Beginning God 
Created the Heaven and -ibe Farth 


theſe rwo words (in the Beginnung) are 
P be explained thus : In he beginning of 


ime, 12 the beginning of the firſt Day, 


inthe beginning of the Evening of the 


firſt Day, God Created the Heaven and 
the Earth, 


A 


F., Secondly , After that Moſes hath faid, 
Tn the beginning God Created Heaven 


nd. Earth ; he adds immediately , and 
the Earth was without fm and woid, 


'that isto ſay , the Earth that God created 


with the Heavens ,. was then without an 
external form or appearance of Earth, 
becauſe then it was all covered with 
Water, and was void of the Ornaments, 
which now inrich and adorn it ; for then 
the Earth had neither Flowers nor Fruits, 
nor Herbs, nor Corn, nor Trees, nor 
Living Creatures, &c. Now when was 
it that the Earth was covered with Wa- 
ter, without appearance of Earth, with- 
out Beauty, and without Ornaments , 
but onely during the two firſt Days, 
unto the third exclufively ; in which God 
ſeparated the Waters from the _ 
al 
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jeautified it Nth ol ſorts of Plants: 


> P) Th irdly , 1 fay that in all the ere 
of The Creation q deſcribed by Moſe 
no mention at all is made of t Creatis 


on of the Imperial Heaven of oh Earth, 


and of the Waters, but in the two "firſt 
verſes alleadged. For though the Fir- 


- mament, which was Created the ſecond 


Day, 'be called Heaven, v. 8. yet it 
miſt not be underſtood of the Imperial 
Heaven, which is' the Throne of God , 
ind the Dwelling place of the Bleſſed ; : 
becauſe it is ſaid of this Firmament, v. 7. 
That God divided the Waters which twere 
under the Firmament, from the Waters 
which were above the Firmament ; that 
is to ſay, this Firmament divides the 
Farthly and the Heavenly Waters; and 
at verſe the 14. that in this Firmament 
God placed the Sun , the Moon, and 
the Stars; and at v. 20. that Fowls were 
appointed to flie towards it ; all which - 
cannot be underſtood of the Imperial 
Heaven, which tis above all other Cor- 
poral Creatures, but onely of the Ele- 
ment of the Air. 

Moreover, Though'in the work of the 
third day , mention 1s made of the Se- 
paration of the Earth, and of the Sea ; 
yet there is no mention made of theit 


Creation ; an evidegt proof that they 
ha 


-0 +4  - " - 
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Ee" . or gr Created before. And indeed 

Moſes deſcribing the work of the ſecond 
Day , ſpeaks in this manner : And God 
ſaid, Let there be a Firmament inthe midſt 
of the Waters , and tet divide the Wa- 
ters from the Waters : and God made 
the Firmament, and divided the Waters 
which were under the Firmament, from 
the Waters which were above the Fir- 
mament. Now how would God have 
divided the Waters, if they had not 
been before ? and how would: he have 
created a Firmament between-the Wa- 
ters,'-if there had been no Water. be- 
before.? . Therefore let us conclude that 
in theſe two firſt verſes, and no where 
elſe, mention 1s made of the Creation 
of the Imperial Heaven, of the Earth, 
and of the Water, that God made be- 
fore the Light, whereof it is ſpoken in 
the third-verſe. 

Fourthly, Immediately after theſe 
words, In the beginning God created 
the Heavens and the Earth, and the 
Earth was without form and void; it is 
added, And Darkneſs was upon the 
face of the Deep ; as if he ſhould have 
faid, when God created the Heaven and 
the Earth, and the Earth was covered 
with Water, without Beauty or Orna- 
ments; then the vaſt and ſpaciousWaters, 

SE; or 


+ of the ſpaces between Heaven and Earth, 
-were, covered with Darkneſs ,. becauſe 
"there was yet.no Light, as appears by the 
"Fext; and-God had not yetcreated that 
--great body of Light, which he created 
- afterwards ; towit , in the Morning of 

the ſame firſt Day ; and whereof proba- 
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bly, in the yrs Day he made the Sun, 
the Moon, and the Stars, which may 
be very well thought to be the Element 
of Fire, ſeeing it hath all the effets and 
properties of it ; and that in the whole | 


Hiſtory of the Creation, mention is 


made no where elſe of the Element of 
Fire ; but when God ſaid, Let there be 
Light. Moreover, It 1s certain that 
Darkneſs is nothing elſe but the privati- 
on of Light : now privation differs from 
a meer negation ; 1n that privation ſup- 
poſes a ſubjze& capable to receive that 
whereof it is privation ; and a meer ne- 


gation ſuppoſes none : For Example, 


Blindneſs is the- priv#tion of Sight, which 
ſuppoſes a Creature capable to receive 


Sight, Death is a privation of Life, that 


ſuppoſes a Body ſuſceptible of Life, &c. 


'Now ſeeing that Darkneſs which was . 


before Light, as appears by the Text, 
is nothing elſe but a privation of Light, 
it is evident that Darkneſs ſuppoſes 
ſome Bodies ſuſceptible of Light , which 
as 
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and the Waters,” which were created the 


33 well as Darkneſs have been before the 
Light ; bur theſe Bodies can be noothers, 
but thoſe - mentioned in 'the two firſt 

es , td wit, the Heaven,, theEarth, 


Evening of the firſt Day. 
* But I ſuppoſe it will be objected, that 
the form ought always to' be before the 
privation : For Example, The Sight be- 
fore Blindneſs, Life before Dzath ; and 
that conſequently the Light was before 
Darkneſs: But I anſwer, firſt, That all 
Philoſophers agree , that'all Phyſical Pri- 
Vations, are before the Forms, whereof 
they are privations ; becauſe they are 
privations 'of future forms, as logical 
privations, are privations of forms paſt. 
And thus the ſeminal matter hath the 
rivation of ' the Soul, before it hath the 
Soul it ſelf; and every phyſical matter 
hath the privation of the eſſential torn, 
before it hath ſuch a form; + and in the 
Example alleadged above, it may hap- 
pen that Blindneſs is before the Sight, 
eafneſs before Hearing, and the pri- 
vation of Life before Lite. So the Born 
Blind :and . Deaf Man that Jeſus Chriſt 
healed, were Blind and Deaf, before 
they received either Sight -or Hearing. 
And the Embryo, that is to ſay, the I © 


Infant in the Mothers Womb, before 1t 
m hath 


ion of. | 4 Y -4pn 
ies. the oy Life 
-Secondly , It is mull t true, that whey 
Subje@. is equally peas tible of the 
4 |, and the privation of it, if Bebe 
"gent may produce the Subje& and th 
= , 1t 1s 'then in the power of the 
- Agent, if it bea free Agent, to pro- 
guce the SubjeR with the Form, or with 
the Privation thereof : But the Earth, 
and the Waters are Bodies equally ſuf- 
, of Light and Darkneſs : There. 
| 7 God who 1sa moſt free Agent , and 
- Who hath. created the Earth, the Waters, 
and the Light, may have produced the 
Earth , and the Waters, with, or with- 
jout Light. Sothen ſeeing that by the 
Tex! it appears, that Darkneſs was be- 
fore Light, we muſt conclude , that 
the Earth and the Waters were produced 
tenebrous. _ Finally ,- It 1s moſt true, thay 
the Light God create1, 1s a moſt bright 
and ang Body , and not an accident, 
as I might make if appear , were not the 
Digrefſion too long already. Now who 
ſeeth not , that God may have created 
the Farth, and the Waters before this 
bright and ſhining Body , ſeeing he can 
create-one Boy before another. 
By the conſideration of theſe things , 
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it is clear, 'thar-in the two" alleadged 
-,..-. Verſes, Moſes dothy not ſet down a 'ge- 
 - -Neral Propoſition, of. all thoſe things 
God was tocreate afterwards; ' but that 

by deſcribes particularly, the creation 
of Heaven , of the Earth.; and of the 

Waters, -which were produced the Even- 

ing of the'firſt Day. | Moreover , It is e- 

vadenit;, "that in the ſaid verſes, Moſes 

ſpeaks not one word-e&-#-Chaos , con- 

taining all Creatures, pell-melled and 

confuſed together ; feeing there is no 

mention made of the Firmament , nor 

of | the . Element of Fire , nor. of the 

Stars, nor Plants, nor Living Creatures, 

but onely of ' the Imperial Heaven,, of 

the, Earth , and of the Waters ; and yet 
: there is never a word of the Heaven and 
the Earth being mixed together ; and in 
the whole Hiſtory of the Creation, there Il; 
1s no mention made of the ſeparation ot ll x 
Heaven from the Earth, as there 1s of I ( 
I 

t 


o 
: 


the ſeparation of the Earth, fromthe 
Waters that covered it, But enough of 
this matter, it is time to come to the © x 
'Contutation of other ObjeAions and 
Anſwers of Atheiſts. & 
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'The Fifth Anſwer of Atheiſts » ſay- 


ov 


from all Eternity a Matter without 
"Form , and that the Matter could not 
*produce the Forms. 3. That the E- 
"ternal Atomes', by a caſual concourſe, 
"have not made and diſpoſed the Wor. 
4. That the Forms cannot have been 
, produced but by God. 


1; = He Fifth Anſwer of Atheiſts is; 
! That indeed the : World has' 

not been from all Eternity int 

the .caſe and ſtate it is'now ; 'and that 
from all Eternity -there- hath been no 
Chaos , but that there hath been from all 


_ a Matter without Form, and . 


that afterwards -out of this Matter ; all 
Forms have been produced, which- bes 
ing joyned with the Matter, have fram- 
ed all Corporal Creatures, and made 
the World in the caſe and ſtate it 15 now. 
The Fpicures following the Opinton of 
their Maſters Democritus and Epicurus, 
have ſpecified and determined what that 

H 2 Matter 
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"ing, That there has been from all 
* "Eternity a Matter without Form. 
©, The proof" that there hath not been 
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Matter was, to 6 Wi the Atomes, which 
it rime by a"cafoat” and" accldehtal con- 
courſe have matle up the World in the 
Nate 1 it 18 0oW. 
| yon 


\, The Reply 


44 Againſt this Anſwer, I ay, That if 
there had beert from all Eternity a Matter 
without Form, | it would follow, that 
the pretended Forms of Heaven , the 
rs, and the Elements, as. well as the 
ms of Plaiits and Living Creatures , 
ſhould have' been after the Matter , and 
conſequently would have hadabeginning ; 
and having not had beginning ot them- 
ſelves, 1ſecing that nothing produces it 
ſelf; they would have. been necellarily 
produced m time by another , and that 
other would be neceſſarily , either the 
the Matter or ſome other thing, differing 
from the Matter.” Now theſe Forms can- 
not have been produced in time, neithet 
by the Matter nor by any other thing 
differing from the Matter, unleſs' it be 
by God himfelt ; which 1 provethus : 

It any Eternal Matter had produced 
theſe Forms in time ,- 1t would follow 
necellarily 3 that be fore the rm 
of the fame, a time either finite or in! 
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isfup- 
3 by them to be ) and that which is 


”_ ot e fro all Eternity , as theſe Forms or 


hs Productions of tle fame, the dif 
- ference is greater than of a finite time 
* And Moreover, It wonld follow., that 4 
finite time ; foch as that which ſhould 
have paſſed ſince the produQtions of 

theſe Forms , "added to a finite time ; 
ſuch as that which ſhould have paſſe d 
before the '-produftion of theſe Forms, 
would make up an infinite time , or aft 
infinite duration , - ſuch as the Ererniry 
of the Matter would be ; which, is im- 
poſſible. Neither did an infinite time 
x before the production of thefeForms; 
r how ſhould it come to paſs, that 
the Matter having been an infloite time 
all alone without acting, -would pro- 
duce them afterwards ? 1s it” not a con- 
ſtant and true Maxime , that, Jem guz 
Idem ſemper facit Tdem ; when it is not 
« free and intellectual Agent., when 
there is no impedement , and the ſub- 
zeats which it works about are not dit> 
ferent. Now Matter being not a free and 
intellectual Agent, and Rndi Ng No 1M- 
pediment nor different ſub jets, ſecing 
it is ſuppoſed to be all alone, beſore the 
productions of theſe Forms ; it tollows 
H 3 necels 
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+ neceſiarily 1tghath always. denethe ſame 
. thing ; and conlequently that it hathnot 
remained a time , either fiaite or infinite 
| toproduce theſe Forms, ,.. if it-may have 
roduced them. Moreover, All Men 
now , that Cauſa naturaliis agit a dex- 
iremum ſug potentie.; that is tofay, Na- 
tural-Cauſes. act and, work'as/ much as 
they can : : For: Example, | The Sun ſhines 
as. much as it can, the Fire heats with all 
its ſtrength ; and-tis molt true, that,Cauſc 
Aeceſſaria, 17 ommibis requiſitis ad 
ageudum , © ſublatis impedimentis, ne- 
ceſſario agit. That is to ſay., Necellary 
Cauſes, kf things required, granted, and 
having.no impediments, act and work 
necellarily,, and cannot keep back , nor 
ſuſpend*their ation. Now.then, ſeeing 
that Matter is a Natural and not a Volun- 
tary Cauſe, a necellary and not a free 
Cauſe, and that there 1s no impediment, 
being ſuppoſed all alone ; it follows that 
if it may have produced theſe Forms, it 
muſtnecellarily have produced thembefore 
(or without remaining)an infinite time. 
3- Againſt the .Epicures, teaching 
that the. Eternal Atomes by a caſual 
, concourſe, have made and diſpoſed the 
World , -in the ſame caſe and ſtate it is 
at preſent ; I ſay that this concourſe of 
Atomes, to frame and faſhion the World, 
cannot 
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equently: had moved themſelves local 
gens em and faſhion the World" in el 
=eaſe and ſtateit is at preſent, - it would 
_#ollow that they would. have moved 
themſelves locally from all Eternity, or 
that they would have. remained, * either 


\@ finite or an infinite time without mov» 


"of the Matter had concurred, and con- 
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framed and faſhioned the World in «the 
caſe and ſtate it is at preſent - «but they 
have not moved themſelves locally from 
all Eternity, neither have they remained 
a finite or an infinite time without moy- 
ing ; as [ have ſufficiently proved'in the 
precedent Chapter , Num.-2, 3, 4. tor 
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Heaven and the Elements, may be' faid 
likewiſe of the Atomes. 2 

4. Finally, That theſe Forms have not 
been produced by any thing differing 
from the Matters, but by God himſelt,ap- 
pears ; becauſe the Agent who ſhould 
have produced them, would have been 
Eternal or not : it not Eternal he would 
have had a Beginning, and conſequently, 
: wauld have been produced of - another ; 
of whom I would ask&, Whether he be E- 
H 4 ternal 
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FJ arguethus, 1f the Atomes or-the parts 


ing, and then afterwards would have * - 


the ſame-things I have faid there of the 
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P + Wonldnothave been produced byan 
-- * _ and conſequently would be ec f 
__ Eternal: he ſhould, be either. a 11 Foe 
3 and Hatural Agent, or a free and volun- 
tary-Agent : If anatural and neceffary 
Agent, he would have forthwith produ- 
. ved theſe Forms ; for ' a natural and ne- 
celfary Agent, aQts, and works, as much 
as it-can, and canmotfuſpend his action ; 
and conſequently theſe Forms would have 
been from all Erernity, and conſequently 
the Worldin the caſe and ſtate it is atpre- 
ſeat; which 1 have demonſtrated alrea- 
dy to be altogether impoſſible : And if a 
free and intelleRual Agent, it can beno 
other but God ; ſceing that by the word 
G OD, we mean and concetve nothin 
elſe, but a free and intelleQtual Agent, 
who hath produced the world,in the ſtate 
and caſe it is at preſent. 


CHAP. VII 


1 The Sixth Anſwer of Atheiſts, ſaying, 
Toat men have their Original and Be- 
ginming from the Tritons and Sirens, 
commonly called Mairmaids. 2. The 
Confutation of this Anſwer. 

I. The 
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© "He Sixth Anſwer of Atheiſts is, 
20G REC OOO IP DERED: | 7; cis 

=> 4A; That though men -had :\not been 


"that they had been produced by ſome Di- 


% y, That their Origindl- is. from ſome 
FTr:tons and Sirens, who after the'Uni- 
werſfal Floods, lived both in the Waters; 


terreſtrial. And they'ſay, that ſomie'Hi 
Koriographers relate ſeveral things, 
which feem to juſttfie' their allegation, 
Herodotns in the Fourth Book iof his His 
ſtory relates that 'Faſon being carried a- 
way by a ſtorm into £2429, 1n the Coun- 
trey of the Lotophages, in the dangerous 
places of the 7-;zton:z4e Fenns and Marſh- 
es, theres appeared to him a Triton, who 
demanded of him a Trevet, | mann. to 
reward him, with the diſcovery of 
the means, whereby he might come out 
of that place ; which being performed 
by Jaſon, the Triton ſhewed him the 
way, and ſaved him. Lewis Guicharden 
writes, that in the year 1403 they 
brought to, Hurlem in Holland, a Siren, 
commonly called a Mair maid, which 
by degrees learned to eat bread, milk 
and other meat, to ſpin, and to make 
the Sign of the Croſs. Aco//a in the Third 
Book, Chapter the 18th of his Relations, 
aeſcribes 
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| from'all Eternity, it would not follows; © 


2 and Superiour Cauſe ; for'one might 


and onthe Land , and ſo in time became 
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they themſelves faid they'were no men. 


| Ts Contr.im Ramnuſio, relates, That 


in- the” River of Cochin : "there are 
Fiſhes:tp.befound with a humane Form 
and/Reſenblance, that bei taken, the 
difference of Sex is to- be ſeen both in 
Male and:Female, altogether like, ours ; 
andfurther he ſaith, that they are ſo i in- 
duſtrious, as'to come out of the water at 
night; to ſtrike fire with flints they find 
there,tomakea fire with wood;atthe light 
whereof they catch all other fiſhes that 
come 'near them. 


_ The Reply. 


2. Againſt this Anſwer, I ſay, Firſt, 


That there is no Author, let him be ne- 
ver ſo fabulous, that ever dreamed or 
writ, that men have their Original from 
the Tritons and Sirens. And Beſides, my 
reaſon reſpeCting all terreltrial Creatures, 
it would follow that Elephants, . Lions, 
Bears, Oxen, and other terreſtrial Crea- 
tures , would have | had their Original 
from the like Marine Creatures. 
Secondly, It is a Moral Maxime, That 
every. thing ſeeks and endeavours to bet- 
ter its Condition ; Now either 1t 1s _ 
or 


in the waters, and obſerves that 
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eriſh;Creatures ,”* to.  ter- 
retrial, or not :If ir be better for them?” 
"how came-it to paſs that they do not ſeek 
after ir? And if it benot'betrer for then, 
why. have they done it -in time paſt.” 
> Finally , It they are- became terreſtri- 
Zal in times paſt, why do they.not do the 
| fame now? And if ſuch a thing has hap- 
. | pened. heretofore, ſome where, why + 
- | does it not come to:pals again; either -+ 
t | there or in ſeme other \place of the 
] World? 
t - Thirdly , Hiſtories make mention but 
t | of three Floodsonely , to wit , that of 
Noah, that of Ogyges, and that - of 
Deucalion 7 now theſe two laſt have 
not been univerſal , for they happened 
. onely in one part of Greece ; fo that it 
tr, | was ancaſfie thing to furniſh it again, 
-- | with neighbouring People. And-as for 
r the firſt, it cannot be belzeved ; except 
n | one believes a Divinity, whether we re- 
y | ſpect the Miracles that went along with 
s, | it, or the Holy Man that writ the Hi- 
s, | ſtory of it ; who faith poſitively that 
23» | God ſent it, and commanded Noah to 
al | build the 4r4, toſavein it all kinds of 
Terreſtrial Creatures ; ſo that 1t 1s need- 
at | leſs tohave recourſe to Wateriſh Crea- 
to rares 
Fourthly, The Examples of Herodotus, 
Guicharden, 
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v Gwchardent, and others, iprove indeed 
_ -_ "that therc are 7-#tons rand Srens/, but 
ey ſpeak never a word, | concerning 
Men having bad their original from them. 
And as for the ſtrange things they write 


_ of them , «it is certain they had them by 


hear-ſay from others, who might have 
been deceived in the Narration, and by 
the 'Declarer , as well as themſelves. 
And this will ſoon appear to be true, 
if we judge impartially of -the Writings 
of Herodotus; for moſt part of what 
he writes from others , 1s ſo far from be- 
ing a true Hiſtory, that.it ſavours the Ro- 
mance altogether : As when he faith in 
his Second Book, That Rampſinitns 
King of £g ypt , went down into Hell , 


and there played at Dice with Ceres ; , 


That the Sun did riſe twice in the Weſt, 
and did fit twice in the Eaſt : That Szn- 
nacherib King of Aſſiria and Araba, 
being in his March towards Egypt to 
War againſt S$2tho King of that Country, 
his Bows and Quivers were gnawed by 
Cats, fo that he was fain to go back a- 

ain into his own Country with ſhame. 
That the Daughter of Cheopes King of 
Egypt, did proſtitute her ſelf to every 
Man,that would give her but 2 Stone, 
whereof was made one of the Pyra- 
mides, Which made one of the ſeven 
Wonders 
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| ers of ' the World, That Phero 
became | blind for having ſhot an Arrow 
10 the River N:z/us; and ten years after 
£7 ecovered his ſight by waſhing his Eyes 
ith the Urine of a Woman, ' that ne» 
Ayer lay with any Man but her Husband-: 
"And truly Dz:odorus in the Fourth 
Book of his Hiſtory , obſerves, Thar 
Triton who ſhewed Jaſon and the other 
Argonauts, the way to avoid the Quick- 
ſands of the Sea, was a King of Zybia 
and not a Fiſh. Acoſia ſpeaking of the 
Uros, does not affirm that they are Wa- 
teriſh Creatures, but onely a rude and 
unpoliſhed People. Theſe are are his 
very words, Theſe, Uros ( faith he ) 


are ſo rude and blockiſh a People, that 
they do not repute themſelves to be Men. 
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And as for the Fiſhes of the River of - 


Cochin whereof Nicolo Cont; ſpeaks , 
Ifay that in matter of Narrations and 
Hiſtories, we ought not to believe 
whatſoever every one relates, who for 
to humour himſelf, writes the Imagi- 
nations of his own Brain, or the Stories 
of others that deceived him ; but we 
mult. believe onely , [that which is re- 
lated to us by ſuch Men as have travel- 
led in thoſe Countreys, Now many 
Hollanders, and Portugals, that have 
been at Cochin ; and have ſeen the River 
and 


4H 4 = "="_ FS © 


I W - "* »* 
R RT TS. - 


4 "4" - 
FO « on . _ & - Ta. 5 . +; Ow 
| 4 | 8 .: : \ 4, « + 
s & *% | \ ; --, b : £2 G . 
1 ""E * "I vis git _ \"% 25 7 , 
| = 


ROS I RIPON CE TE: 
and the Fiſhes in it ,” make no mentior 
of ſuch Fiſhes, and hold it as a Lieand a 
Fable, whatſoever N:co/o Cont? writes 
of this matter. f #\/ 

Finally , If whatſoeveris written con- 
.cerning the: Tritons., ſhould be. true, 
and that Men ſhould be otiginary of the 


| | Eternal Tritons.; yet mary Rea: - 


ſon + would remaut whole anJ entire ; 
and my Arguments againſt the Eternity 
of Men, may be applied to the Tritons : 


And I may argue thus again, If the Tri- - 


tons have been from all Eternity , the 
number of theſe -Tritons which have 
been in time paſt is infinite : That 
the: Tritons which are pretended td 
have Lived from all . Eternity , - yet 
have not Lived an Eternity , but onely 
a certain limited time : "And that 
the Tritons which have been in time 
paſt unto this very day, are all diſtant 
with a. finite diſtant -of trmme\, or all 
with an infinite diſtance, or ſome with 
2 finite , andothers with an infinite di- 
ſtance: And ſo applying to the Tritons 
what I have ſaid of Men in the Firſt 
Chapter, it will. clearly appear that the 
ſame ablurdities do follow. 
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E. CHAP. vIL 
"2. The Seventh Anſwer - of Atheiſts , 
. ſaying, That Men have been pro- 
. Auced by, or proceeded fromithe Eter- 
: nat Earth, or from all the Elements 
I. 7ogether. 2. Reaſons alleadged , '0r 
i © Evidence, produced againſt the Fak 
- Jhood of this Anſwer, 3. That the 
Earth, mor the other Elements cau- 
not have been naturally diſpoſed _ to 
produce Men. 4. Other Reaſons prov- 
. #ng that Men have not been produced 


by the Earth , nor by the other Elt- 
ments. 


I, T Seventh Reaſon of Atheiſts 
is, That Men have been ;pro- 
duced by , or proceeded from 

the Eternal Earth, or from all the Ele- 

ments together , which have been Eter- 
nal, and in time have produced the 
firſt Men, by which all others have 
had their original by way of Generati- 

on ; in a manner as Rats, Frogs, Flies, þ 

and other Creatures of this kind are 

formed at this time, out of a Terreſtrial 

Matter. 
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The Reply. , © 

__ *'2, Againſt this Anſwer, I ſay, That 
if the Eternal Earth had” produced | in 
time , the firſt Men, or if the Sun, or a- 
ny other Eternal Agent , had produced 
them out of the Eternal Earth; it would 
follow that the Eternal Earth would 
have remained, either a finite or an in- 
finite time , before their produion ; 
but neither can be faid without abſurdi- 

: nota finite time , elſe it would to!- 
 Jow that betwixt the Earth and the Pro- 
duQion of the firſt Men , the difference 
would be onely of a finite and limited 
time ; and conſequently that betwixt 
that which is from ail Eternity, as' the 
Farth, and that which is not from al! 
Eternity , as the Production of the firſt 
Men , the difference would be only of a 
finite and limited time , which is impoſ- 
ſible. And beſides, it would follow, 
That a- finite time, ſuch as ſhould be 
that which ſhould have palled, fince the 
the Production of the firſt Men unto this 
day, added to a finite time, ſuch as 
ſhould be that which ſhould have palled 
ſince the exiſtence 'of the Farth , unto 
the Production of the firſt Men, would 
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make up an infinite time, ſuch as 15} 
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E pa which is againſt this. true 
- =” 2 finite added to another. | ite, 
doth not .make up an infinite,.. And 
further; "That there would be wanting 
*but a finite and limited time; leſt that 
"the production of the firſt Men, which 
hath had a Beginning ſhould be Eternal, 
' fo wit , that finite and limited. time 
that would have paſſed , ſince the exift» 
ing of the Earth, unto their produQtis 
on. Not an (infinite time alſo, elſe it 
would follow, that the Earth would 
- I have remained above an hundred thou- 
© i fand times, a hundred millions of years, 
4 F without having produced Men ; and that 
it Il after an infiniteneſs of years, it would 
1% | have produced them ; which is abſurd : 


ll! becauſe natural and neceſſary cauſes., 


it fach as the Earth is, all thirigs remain- 
TFing in the ſame- ſtate, Þ at al- 
ol- | ways the ſame thing. Now what I ſay 
V , | concerning the Earth, may be ſaid of all 
be N Elements together: 

3: Anditis tonq purpoſe, toſay, That 
115 after an infiniteneſs of time, the Eternal 
| 25 FEarth is (as it were ) become a t, and 
led diſpoſed to produce Men ; an ſo con- 
nto Fſequently hath produced them ; :but be- 
juld fore was not diſpoſed , and conſequently 


s » Fcould not produce them. For againit 
the | 41: that 


þ pretended Erernity of the Fanths |. 
ime: {4 


wer fa fach at WAPO © 4 
rho, 4 Lprbe. 5 i "wal needs have 

| come! Oo wr "either by degrees , \ from 
all Eternity ; fo that after an infinite= 
neſs of Rk it hath been perfected and 
Accor fine + ; or that after an infinite- 
neſs of time , it is come to palſs,, either 
allat once, or ſucceſſively : now neither 
of theſe can be faid without abſurdity. 
t that it' is come to paſs by de- 
prees, from-all Eternity , elſe that diſpo- 
tion, or alteration of the Earth, would 
have had parts ſucceeding one another , 
from all Eternity ; ; and fo ſuccefſion , 
motion , and time , would have been 
from all Eternity : which 1 haveſhewed 
above to be altogether impoſſible. Not 
allo that after an infiniteneſs of time, it 

, Is come to paſs , either all at once, or 
ſucceſſively ; for if it were ſo, it-would 
haye been the a& and work , either 
of 'the Earth it ſelf, *or of another ha- 
tural and neceſſary cauſe, ſuch 'as are 
the other Elements; or of a free and in- 
tellectual Agent. Not of the Earth, or 
of any | other | natural and neceſſary 
cauſe-; becauſe natural and neceſſary 
cauſes , all things remaining in the ſame 
ſtate ,, a& and work always the ſame 
things, and at as much as they can, 


without having power to ſuſpend thei 
a Ction 
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he handred thouſand 
_ Millions of. years, to produce. this apt- 
= neſs and diſpofition, much leſs an 1n- 
' finiteneſs of time. If | this Diſpoſition 
+ hath been produced by a free and in- 
 "telleQtual Agent , it cannot be but by 
\ the Creator of the Univerſe, - who 1s 
' the great and glorious God whom we 
adore. 
. .4- Now add to what hath been faid, 
this trae Maxime of Philoſophers, Na- 
tura progreditur ab imperfettionibus ad 
perfettiora. Nature proceeds from things 
more imperfe&, to the more perfe@ : 
- That is to ſay, Natural cauſes in their 0» 
perations, produce firſt imperfe& things, 
"which afterwards become more perfect 
in time :.So the Earth breeds firſt Shrubs, 
, which in time become great Trees; and 
produces Frogs, and Worms, and Flies, 
and other {malland weak inſets, which 
in time become great and ſtrong. Theres 
fore , If the firſt Men have been produ- 
ced by the Earth , or the other Elements, 
they cannot have been produced bur ve- 
ry little and moſt weak, as they that 
are newly born, and do but come out of 
the Mothers Womb ; in which caſe Men 


would have been almoſt Dead as ſoon as 
1 2 Born, 
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a "Man left were to 
- "overthrow the order of Nature; * to ima. 
gine that the Earth, or the- other Ele- 
'ments; ſhonld' have produced the firſt 
'Met;; as perfect as they are at this time, 
at Five- and twenty, or thirty years of 
Age. "And beſides, Our Reaſon extends 
it ſelf to all forts of Animals, | as well 
Terreſtrial, as them that live in the Wa- 
ters ; ſo that it would neceſſarily follow, 
that the Earth , the Air, the Water, and 
the Fire , or all the Elements together , 
ſhould * have produced , not- onely- the 
firſt Men , | but alſo the firſt Lions , the 
firſt Elephants, the firſt Whales, the 
firſt Dolphins, and the like, in their per- 
fe&tion , Male and Female, for the pro- 
pagation of the ſame ; which 1s altoge- 
ther againſt the Order of Nature. 
Moreover, If the Farth , or the 0- 
ther Elements, have heretofore produced 
ſome Ment , why do not they produce 
no more at thistime ? and if they have 
produced Lions, Whales, and other A- 
nimals, how comes it to paſs that they 
roduce none at this time, in ſome parts 
of the World ? Surely, Mens Wits muſt 
be ſtrangely perverted and overturned , 
to ſuppoſe ſuch Extravagances- and 
Dreams. 
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Wh The ſince for the p 
jon of. the humane kind , 
en muſt neceffarily. hive Gs ins” 
| perfect e and State, and that Ni- 
ture c not - make: them fuch;; © ole 
; muſt believe that asitis related by Moſes 
..4n the Book'.of Geneſis, to. wit, that 
»there is a+ God, who. out: of the Earth, 
Fame with. the other. Elements, © hath 
amed end faſhioned a-perfe@ humane 
, and having breathed in his No- : 
| Tak the breath-of Lite, he became a 
:Jiving Soul. Finally, It is an undoubt- 
'ed Truth, That none can give that 
which he hath not : Therefore , Seeing 
that the Earth', and the other Elements, 
-diſtitute of underſtanding , and much 
more impertect than Men, neither cons 
'tain, nor enjoy, either formally, of in 
eminency and vertue the excellent per- 
If fections of the reaſonable Soul ; it is 
| | evident they+-cannot. produce it, nor 
- || conſequently Man:, whoſe chiefeſt and 
4 gobleſt part is the reaſonable Soul, 
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Ids, whith have" been produced 
| the one by th2 other , | and "not by a 
qo wr Ipirat. 2. TheConfutation of 


-#h1s Anſwer. 
As 'T* 
'-c That this World hath not 
been from all Eternity, and 
yet hath not been' created by' any Supe- 
rior. and Almighty Spirit; but that- it 
hath been produced out»'of the Matter 
of--another: World , which was before, 
and-thatthat other hath been produced 
out; of the Matter of another , which 
was: alſo before it , ©and' ſo there 
haye been many Worlds which have fuc- 
ceeded one another ; the: World that 
periſhed being; the Matter of the Gene- 
rations of the new produced World ; 
and that this World which weſee now, 
ſhall periſh one day, and out of the Mat- 
ter of it another ſhalibe produced,and out 
of the Matter of that .another ſhall be 
produced again, and ſo conſequently. 


The 


He Eig bich Anſwer of Atheiſts 
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World 
of 


"4 ny Chaos or Eternal Matter , as I have 


ſufficiently proved , in . the. Fifth and 
Sixth Chapters; ' and conſequently : the 
firſt World.muſt needs havetbeen created 
by a Superior and Almighty. Spirit, who 


. -1s. the great God whom we adore. If in- 


finite number, the ſame aþſurdities 


- .which follow the infiniteneſs of Men, 


which we have ſhewed heretofore, will 
alſo follow of the infiniteneſs of Worlds; 
for there is' no greater number than an 
infinite number ; | elſe-. the leſs infinite 
nnamber would be exceeded by the grea- 
ter, and conſequently, ſhould be Bike 
and termined , ſeeing; that which 1s ex- 


ceeded is termined where it is exceeded. 


Now thereis a.greater number than that 
of the Worlds, which are pretended to 
have been in time paſt ; to wit, the 


-number of Stars , the number of Plants, 


the number of Animals, ar the num- 


ber of all Things in particular , which 
I 4 havs 


Therefore the number”; thoſs'Worlds 
; EEE hero vom in time paſt} 


s not infinite. Moreover, *All thoſe 
proended works were diſtant one-from 
an with finite diftance of xa 
on wragh vi n infiriite diſtance g 


or ſome were diſtant with'' a fi 
Ln a "and others with an rnfivite di. 
Hance : If they. all have been' diſtant 
'with a' finite diſtance of time onely ; 
and fince a finite diſtancof time cannot 
comprehend Eternity, or infiniteneſs ; 
tt follows neceſſarily}, that they haye not 
been from all Eternity » that they have 
"been in a finite number, and that there 
hath been one firſt, which having not 
Produced it ſelf, nor having been pro- 
duced by a Chaos, or anEternal Matter, 
as I have ſhewed above,  1t muſt have 
been created of God , neceſſarily. If 
: they haye been all diſtant, with an in- 
finite diſtance of time onely , it follows 
that there hath been arr infinite time , 
betwixt the two neareſt Worlds, as well 
as betwixt the two remoteſt; which is 
contradictory : And if ſome have been 
diſtant with a finite diſtance of time , 
and others with an infinite, and one 
takes' the two remoteſt Worlds in the 
finite diſtance it will follow that one 
 onely 


7 World, to wit; "he ONE | 
4 005 6f them two! being removed - 
2 Wo hed. ut with ainit oy owns -, 
* time, will make up an- infinite diſtance } 
of time; 'and has one. finite added to . 
"another finite, will makeupan infiaite ; : 
- which i is abſurd. 
I night uſe: ſeveral other Arguments 
to refute this Anſwer of” Atheiſts, were 
it not that-it is ſufficiently confured in 
the firſt and ſecond Chapters ; where F + 
have ſhewed that Men -have not been - 
from all Eternity. 1 will add onely,' 
That every thing follows its natural in- 
.clination, *and that which is- beſt -far 
4t : -Now if the natural inclination of 
Bodies , '1s to make a World, _ and 
that it 1s beſt for them; the -World 
having been made, cannot have been 
deſtroyed naturally ; and the Bodies did 
never reduce, nor reſfolye- themſelves 
into a Chaos : but if their inclination, 
and the beſt for them, is, not vo make & 
World , and to remain in a Chaos; it 
is evident that the World cannot haye 
been produced naturally, and that” the 
Bodies would have remained always - ſe- 
parate or in confuſion. And beſides, 
I have ſufficiently demonſtrated already, 
| that no ſucceſſion is Eternal , and con» 
Bf ſequently that of the pretended Worlds 
and Chaos cannot be Eternal. CHAP. 
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'"* World may have beew from all Eter- 
"pity. 2. Their Reaſons to prove that 
27p#e World may have bten from all E- 
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wo be Ninth and laſt Reaſon of A. 
£1 theiſts, is, That Chriſtians con- 
feſs that God may have created 
the World from all Eternity ,- though 
they believe he hath created it but in 
time. Now ( ſay they) it is 4 true 
Axtom, that Poſito poſſibiir, nihil ſe. 


[nds abſurdt: That is ," If ofie lays or 


Z 


ſes ®Qtually'a _ poſſible , there 
follows no abſurdity. And therefore ſee- 
ing that the' Worl may have been from 
all Eternity, there is no inconvenience 
nor contradiction, to ſuppoſe i it actually 
from all Eternity. 
. 2. Their Reaſors to prove that the 
World may have been from all Eternity 


are theſe. 1 Al things ave poſſuble to God, 
Ma ith, 


+, 


| ocy; 
: the World from all Eterr 
wuphe not to #1 i God, 
tetions , which belong to. the Crea- 
rure ; when this perfection. is not 
,.companied of any imperfeQion, as bb 
- the. power ef' Acting. Now if the Crea- 
ture, for Example, Tl Sun, were from 
all Eternity,” 'tt would a&t and work 
from all Etermity , in_ Lightening and 
' ſending forth its Beams: Therefore 
taving been from all Eternity ,” hat 
ed, or may have acted from all E- 
ternity , and conſequently hath create 
or may have created we 'orld from; 
Eternity. 4: That which, is once im- 
poſlible , cannot be made poſſible, but 
| always remains impoſſible : For Exam 
ple, It is impoſſible that a Man ſhould 
be a Beaſt ; ſoit hath been andever will 
be impoſſible fora Man to be a Beaſt. - 
- Therefore, If the World hath” been 
ſometimes umpoflible, to wit , from afl 
e | Eternity , it follows that it never hath, 
y | nor never will be poſſible, and conſe- 
/ ntly hath not been created. 5. If the 
\W orld hath'been impoſfible from all E- 
ternity , 


"1 


oft ence will 
t ra 4. Fri RY fray time - . and 
fy it will follow that a finite time, 
ch. as that as is paſt ,- ſince the poſſibi- |. 
-of the World , added! to another fi- _ 
A Dole hi a$1s. the duration of i its ime ey 
make up an infinite time, Tn 

NY h' as. . "the Eternity of the ſame im- | <+ 
poſtbility ;. which is contradictory. And NW 
if Fihe World hath been impoſſible, -du- I a1, 
ring an infinite time, ſeeing that.an in- N. .þ 
finite Time, | and Eternity are one and I ;6 
the ſame thing, and have neither begin- | £7, 
ning nor end, . it is evident that the || T7; 
World ſhall have been Eternally impoſſi» | 6 
ble, and never eoyld be produced. || «,. 
6. One muſt reaſon of the Fote-Eterni- i wy 
ty,as of the After-Eternit bY; leeing that of I w, 
things alike the ſame judgmenr is to be || @,, 
made. But the. World may be.Eternal |} xn. 
of the After-Eternity , ſeeing that God || 
may preſerve , and cauſe it to be and exe |}f << 
iſt Eternally : therefore it may have been I yy, 
Eternal of the Fore-Eternity , and con- 
ſequently 
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©: nite : therefore he may have created-it 
F om all Eternity , for {0 Wh forward ta 


" thing. | 
The Reply. 


i: Againſt this Atifwer; b I fay, That 
very few Chriſtians ſay that the World 
may have been created from all Eternity, 
in the ſtate it is now , becauſe of the 
contraditions that would follow , the 
which (1 hope) I have ſufficiently noted 
Already : for the ſame contradictions and 

- abſurdities ; which follow from the: ex- 
iſtence of the World, do alſo follow 
from its creation from all Eterhity. 
Therefore when'fome Chriſtians by rea- 
ſon of a pious zeal, being willing to 
exalt the Omnipoteticy of God , have 
written, that God may have created the 


World from: all Eternity ; that is under- - 


ſtood by the Learned of the World in 
another ſtate, to wit, in a ſtateof im- 
mobility. For Example, If God had 
created the Sun from all Eternity, it 
would have remained infinitely without 

motion ; 


> again/, andalways! before tothe ith 


the infinite , 'or to Eternity,-is the we 


" Animal and ital Spirit ; cor without 
'Dying ; and if God had produced all o- 
. ther Creatures from all Eternity, they 
would have remained infinitely without 
Morion. ;. and. without bein capable to 
be-Deſtro yed ; and during this 1nfinite- 
"neſs of - time., God would not have had 
an obſolute-Dominion and Sovereignty 
over them, ſeeing that duting this in- 
finite time he could, not have - + neces 
them. But. ſeeing: ſuch an Anſwer 
ie. repugnant. to_ right. Reaſon , and 
neither. favours nor countenances A- 
m—_ ſeeing it, grants a,Godhead, and 

ſes the. World in another ſtate than 

Tr do; I will infiſtupon it no longer, 
but will .come-to the Anſwer of their 
Reaſons- alleadged in their Anſwer. 

4. To their firſt. Reaſon, Drawn from 
that excellent Truth, That all Things 
are poſſible to; God: I Anſwer, That 
God may do all Things - poſſible ; but 
he cannot do thoſe Things that are im- 
poſſible and contridictory, For Exam- 
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and that. inyo man 54 
fi wha re and inp many a 
Thewed heretofore. 1 por with again , 

| {That all Things are poffible to: God , 
= but that the Eternity of the World is 
Not a Thing , becauſe it is —_ 

' and that which is impoſſible is nothin 
and conſequently may -not be call 
- Thing. 

-_ To the Second Read, to wit; That 
God hath.never been without Power-to 
create the World , and that having been 
from all Eternity, he may have created 
the World from all Eternity'; 1 Anſwer, 
That God hath never; beert - without 
Power rocreatethe World, when it may 
have been created'; but the World can- 
not have been created from all Eternity, 
| | but onely in time: Therefore God hath 
| i been without Power to create the 
orld in time, but he hath been from 
Fall Eternity ,, without having power to 
* ÞÞ create the World from all Eternity. It-is 
| moſt true. that God' hath never been 
| without his Omnipotency , and conſe. 
- | quently hath never been without the 
E Power to create the World ; but he could 
X NO0t 


| 


with Eternity”, "befauſe of be contra- 
diQions: that would follow , and which 
 Thave +ſet-down already. in 'this Trad. 
' Andas the'Soulof an-Infant , which is 
ftill in the Mothers Womb, "hath the 
to reaſon , 'in that he hath the 
principle of ratiocination , that. is the 
_ underſtanding, but cannot exerciſe the 
a&t'of that power ; to wit , ratiocina- 
tion; but onely aſter his Birth and Child- 
hood : not- that ſuch a thing proceeds 
from any defe& in the Soul ; but be- 
cauſe the Organ, whereby ratiocination 
is exerciſed , | is not yet diſpoſed as 1t . 
ought : So God hath had indeed from 
all Eternity the Power whereby he hath 
created the World , bnt he could not 
exerciſe from all Fternity the a of this 
Power; that is the Creation of the 
World :. Not that iﬆ proceeds from any 
Defe& in God , but becauſe the World 
cannot be Eternal ; as T have already 
ſufficiently demonſtrated. 
To the Third Reaſon drawn from this 


Example , That if the Sun had been 
from 


bh - _ Y ” o 4 n l « v - ” +) 4 
« _ « 
® 3 AT. 4 . % 
" I je 'F , 4 
: m 6 > 
; ſupp ſos \ \ 


dy al; ons pete hs fo s frm ly; \- 


| Ar wW 4 thence they i 


ernity, of 
ible, - as -(1 hope Jl tes, 
641k Therefore as God , thoughhe 
Eo o ky; produce an in 
ect ; and tho he be immutab 
anot produce an.immutable ciect TY 
though God be Eternal, he cannot pro- 
e.4n Ererg effect : becauſe Eternity 
; wellas infinity and immutability, are 
tributes incawvaicabe to the Cried 
ture. N 
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"At nc 4 as Man never-was ,” norneve 

"be > Carats Tothe World never whs, nor 
never will be Eternal. - 

+ To the Fifth Reaſon; "That Fn #ehe 
' World hath been impoſſible from all E- 
ternity., -it hath been« impoſſible j du- 
ring a figite time, or during an infi- 
nite 'time'; which-is abſurd”, &c.  Ian- 
ſwer., That Time and the World are al. 
ways neceſſarily together ; "ſeeing * that 
Time is nothing elfe but the continu- 
ance of Corpor Things ,. whereof the 
VVorld 'is made, or the continuance 
of their Motion. And therefore, Since 
that Eternity is before Time,” it is e 


- vident that ,. that which is from. all E 
ternity 
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the F oreEternity \ 


ternity being bs arr Teexiprtatol the Yoo! 
j not different” from the: God-head : _ 
zerefore as the God-head is always the 
me, indiviſible and | without parts , 


1 |: ugh its immeniity, which.is not dif- 
at ferent -fronvit, be without Limits, and 
u-ſſeannot be meaſured', by any greatneſs; 


1? Bodies being but a point of this Im- 
nenſity:; So Eternity hath been, is, and 
ays ſhall be the ſame,  indiviſible and 
thout parts ; though it cannot be mea- 
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or all ſides, Sis. By-this Day, andty 
the -Jaſt” Hime %6 : this "Eterni ic 
fliould" paſs, -and'end.” And iff be finite 
ircannor be'#rtveFrernity:; fora truc 
Eternity «45 -afn' infinite continuance. 

T6 this Seventh” Reaſon That. Goc 
might- cfeatsithe: World before the rirns 
he created" it'y "ard -before again, 


always beforey's to! 'the infinite, and con 
ſequent! 


WP "Io y- 
ad Later, . ook belong Wo to time; 


that hath PRs: woo 1G me are.S09N-! 


- ſome Later, 'ſome Before, and ſomes 
After. $i FRY being .indiviſible.,| 
Yanc without. Parts -( as I haye proved')) 

( wk neither Before nor After ; and 
coale yenthy,though Eternity, may have 
vlequentipeh 60 and Le T7; 'me, 
Krenheles there was in it neither Be- 
pre nor After, - Therefore one cannot 
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have created thei ork Seal 
ſome.others the firſt 'da ": "Buff they 
be conſidered as the firſt* Creatures, 
I ſay. the could not be created later ; 
becauſe they could not be created later”, 
bat in creating them after 'ſome others. 
Now if they had been created{ after -0- 
thers , they Thould not-havebeen' the 
firſt Creatures. Moreover, "Though the 


Heaven, 


aw Sx TH EIP” YI” 


— 


Ee». to fi infinite; yet it would hs 
4 follow that the World might have been 
id from. all. Eternity.. For though a Body 
may be: ſuppoſed greater than another , 

' to the infinite , yet it, does not follow, 
*chat there is a Body actually infinite ; 
ſeeing that this progreſsion to the in- 
” finite, _ doth not reach farther, than 
; £0 an infinite in power (7. e. Porentia; 
'as they ſpeak in the School) which is 
Kg - always 
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5) Reaſon, wn 


He Firk Hafan that proviesas 
head » #s-drawn from-the: Diſ--- 
-: polition-and admirable; Order of. 
Cniverſfal, World :. thus;,- Order ad- 
mits and +preſuppoſes Intelligence and- - 
Wiſdom 


de 47, Dt-, A+ 29 Fiat Wo - 
X » i" 4. (1 4 «A / 2 *E0 ww 
MA 


Ps 3 ui * A F at; os 
al «*\ £ 7608 Is wade A : 3. as FIY , 
Yb 4 tt, & : ey # 2 > . ed 
Tae V5 2 200 SE ate of ot 
_ TU G ths. | 


= 4 4, ? | 
ut- *5S4 my) 'A>) » 4 
Xe K58xxR Dy 0 | &% *5 . 7 p p 
» . " A. # » » EY . A p | 
l , F "= «{. 


#3 2 OT > GEE 0 TOTS 
$7 dh” add 1d ate 0 NH Pay 
- *—* 4 Sage * Wa k4 £ M # - , 4 4 " 
ov 8 | " bb g 


_ s 4 . | % * 

5 _ 8 4 hy . _ we 

Mw RI Do nfo bd | 
$ be + Wc *y \ ad s 
"aſe page AEST: 


eping 
ſelves 
The 


Yo, ax eo ay / on 


1 yn of the Elements , "is fr 
—" Temper” and Propgrtion _ ny 
"t6' be ſeenin all mixt Bodies. 
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| bove all cer Thibos, -Minſte that ſo 
- well ordered Flowing | and Ebbing of 
"the" Sea; - whereof cheicertain cauſe is 


| hidhown to-this" very day; the. great 
Whales and others - Marme" Monſters 
that are in'it;and ſo'many. other 'Won- 
" derful Things; that point out!(as ir'were 
withtheFinger-); the infmrite- Power”, 
Sony the Eternal of iſdom of a Divini- 
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Re Ten Con- 
> co ir People- and Nations of the 
Earth; whotever: ana reemn a Dz- 
Auteity. For a'Tullyy in the! Firſt 
Book of his| Laws, There js never # 

i{orRude and Barbbrans but con- 
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- it; hath *confl / Inhiritaine itTelf a- 
- midſt all the Revolutions of Humane 
- Senſuality ; that it-hath been found in 
the remoteſt Iflands, and /in thoſe Lands 
which are ſeparated from us'by ſuch a 
- moſt unconeeiyeable vaſtneſs of Seas; 
that they heve been diſcovered but'in 
' Jater Apes! - And :it is a wonderful-thing, 
that thoſe Men ; which have almoſt, 


4f not alt ther , loſt the knowledge 
of the 1, and of -the freights 
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"Men , 28 ainſt God :- who 


> x. Pl it  thundred as if the Living 
'God had ſpoken from Hea ven , , would 


ide himſelf Rpt his Bed, as if he 
would havemade with it a ſhield againſt 


the Thunderbolts. And though in ſome 


Men, the Pleaſures and Senſualities 
wherein they drown themſelves, Yo 


for q time blunt the ſepſe of theſe Ter- . 


rors ; yet it is to be believed certainly, 
that 41 that caſe it is with them as with 
| L thoſe 
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elect wr [mig Ahtier than 

| y pn "have already deſtroyed 
' xr were rh here not a Golf ; -.who holds 
their Bridle fo £Y that they cand 


thing without $ permiſſion. 

thing are Devils,” appears. by 

c6nfeflion and condition " ſo-manyſi * 

Witches and Magicians Condemned toff 
ath;, for having given themſelves tc 
the Devil , and committed” a; world of 

Wickedneſs by his Inſtigation ; af allſc 


by ſo many Men , who by the juſt Per 
miſſion 
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The! Fifth Reaſon, PE © ara "Rl the #f 
, and grounded upon this 
: Princip le, That whatſoever Moves ,' 1s 
- moved by another, and'that other is 
| moved again by another , and ſo conſes 
* quently till one ſtays at laſt toa firſt im- 
; moveable Mover of all' Things, © whictf 
is God; elſe one would proceed" to the 
- infinite ; , "and {ol 


there would 
be an infiniteneſs of Movers, which is 
impoſhible. 

The ſame may; be faid of the Firſt 
Cauſe, and may be grounded upon'this 
Principle, That whatſoever 1s produced, 
is produced by a Cauſe, and this Cauſe 


"is again produced' by another, ' and fo 


conſequently” till one comes to a Arſt 
Cauſe of all Things, which is God ; 

elſe -one would proceed to the infinite, 
and there would be an infiniteneſs of 


Cauſes , which is impoſflible. L 2 Ano- 
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nt, or.there'15-0ne 
all. Things are not.con- 
| ifs they-miglit.not have been ; 
1 bars they had not been, vir 
OI, zave. been impoſlible that - 
ould have been afterwards ; ſeeing t 
nothing produces it ſelf, and that 
would never have been any Agent, 2:60 
might have produced: them” every A- 
genF being comprized and included, un- 
er 'this'word, | A// Things: therefore 
there hath been a neceſſary Thing which 
hath produced all contingent Things ; 
and that Thing can't be no one but 


_ Laſtly, 
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Things more-or leſs white, are rt "5h 
" ro that which.is moſt be an 6, & VF 
Snow, . or- any other whiter kibas- + | a GE! 
there i is any';.and Things more * edn i 

A - arerelated to that which is moſt; 
| © Bright and Shining , T5. to the Sun's* 

' There are Things more. or leſs perfe 
and excellent, therefore they are related 
to..2 thing moſt pertect and moſt excel- 
lent, viz. to. GO-D;- ſeeing thar by. 
the word GOD, we conceive , mean; - . / - 
and underſtand the moſt excellent, as 7 | 
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the moſt perfect of all Things. 
The Sxeb Reaſon. 


The Sixth Reaſon may be deduced-: 
| from the Novelty of Hiſtories ,: for iris 
| | moſt true that-the moſt Ancient! pro- 3 
tane' Hiſtories , reach very little be-" 
yond the War of Troy, that is about: 
Three thouſand years ; ſeeing that fince ' 
the Deſtruction of ry, unto the Founs., 
dation | 
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of S and Hol wri + F [ 8.7 fe 
i == tient of all Hiffori Ts 
ve or” ſix thouſand years: - 
1 $ not likely } tif Men had been 


5m Al Eternify, w. ſhould have'the 

Tries but of Five e orfixthogſand. years. - 
Foe if the Warld ſhould {till continue, 
Fo” or three hundred thoufand years, . 
len would furely have all that time the 
Hiſtories of” above Six thouſand years ; 
© SaifMen Ha@beeort from all Eternity; and 
thitthere were above an Hundred thou- 
_" ſrines; *an Hundred millions of years || . 
> nc chey had had a Being, certainly 
- We ſhould reckon above Six aoſeas 
years; and the'Memory of all Men would 
not cn2ly extend! it felt to ſo few years 3s 
itt does: * 

If any : ab36tt; That ſome Nations have 
reckoned Twenty thouſand years', and others 
Fifty rhouſand;or more; Iifay that thoſe Books 
which relate theſe Things .are fabylous , and 
their Authors had no ground for what they 
writ; © or 6ne- may ſay , That thoſe Nations 


which have" reckoned Tweitty thouſand " 
$16 | 
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tb Seventh Reaſon is drawn from the Cone 
ſideration, That the Sea bath nor ſubmerged the 
Earth: I reaſonthus , If. the Earth and theSea 
had been from, al Eceroi Y 5; Ther uld follow 
that the Channels of the Sea ſhould have been 
filled long ago; and conſequently that the Sea 


' would have covered the face ofthe whole Earth, 


which yetis not.come to paſs. To yerifie agd 


. _ makethat good. ,. one muſt ſuppoſe a. thing;, 
'which LI hold to be moſt true , and which can- 


not be denied, to wit, that Rain and Floods 
troubling and thickening i in Riyers,by.the Earth 
they carry away with them; and. theſe Rivers 
carrying again theſc troubled Waters. into-the 
Sea, do bring in it more Earth than comes 
out of it. From whence I frame this Argu- 
' ment : If by reafon of Rainor Floods, alig- 
tle 
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Ue quantiry of Earth encers into the $ea; 


«enter into the Sea every year, Eternity com- 
prehending an infinircnegſs of years., it is evi- 
dent: that an infinireneſs os iouldhave 


entered into.the Sea, and would have filled - 


not onely the Channels of the Sea, but an hun- 


dred millions of others, if there were ſo many z <: | 


and fo the Sea would have covered the face of 
the Earth. But by reaſon of Rain and Floods , 


A litcle quantity of Earth enters into the Ri- 


vers, and from thence into the Sea, withour 
ever coming out of .it again. ' Therefore with= 
in an infinite time , ſuch as Eternity is, the 
Channels of the Sea would {= filled ; and con- 
ſequently if the Earth and the Sea had been 
from all Eternity, the Channels of the Sea _— 
filled , the Sea would have covered the whole 
Earth. By this Reaſon, Polybi#s in the Fourth 
Book of his Hiſtory , proves that the Exxine 
Sea , and other places , ſhall be filled ar laſt : 
And Herodotus in the Second Book, uſes the 
ſame Reaſon , to prove , that ſometimes, E- 
eype was aSea, Seeing then that the Sea hath 
not covered the Earth , Ler us conclude that 
neither Sea nor Earth have been from all E- 
ternity, but have had a Beginning z and having 
not had it of themſelv-s, ſeeing that nothing 
is the cauſe of it ſelf, they muſt neceſſarily 
have had it of another , and that 1s rhe great 
and glorious God , whom we adore; to him 
be Praiſe, Honour, and Glory , from Eyer- 
laſting roEycrlaſting. Amen. 
F I N I $8, 
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-without coming out of it again, it follows. 
_ thar within! an Infinite time , ſuch as Ecerniry 

is , the Channels 6f rhe Sea ſhould be filled 3 

for if but 6mE Corn. of Sand or Earth ſhould 
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